New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
October 20, 2021 Meeting
Hi Everyone –
Linda welcomed 30 participants to our October Zoom meeting, including Vicky W, an NJNA
member and our speaker for the evening! Linda congratulated Sylvia B for her contribution to
ANG’s Needlepointers magazine – a frog canvas for the “A Tale of Two (Sometimes Three)
Stitchers!” column. I love Sylvia’s interpretation of the canvas.
The Bernards Township Library is now open for meetings. Because our next NJNA program is
well-suited to the virtual Zoom format, NJNA plans to hold the November meeting on Zoom.
We will be discussing our Woodlawn entries and prizes at the meeting.
GOOD NEWS: we will celebrate both the holidays and being back in person in December at the
library!! Cathryn, Marge K, Ada and Noelle will be test driving both equipment and processes
that will allow the December meeting to be hybrid. Stay tuned for more information on the
plans for this meeting. It is unclear whether food will be allowed, but no matter what, we are
planning for our usual Yankee Swap of needlepoint items; $20 to $25.
LEADERSHIP: Sylvia, Barbara L, and Janet P, our NJNA nominating committee, have written to
all of us to solicit volunteers for leadership positions in NJNA. Please contact them if you are
interested in running for an NJNA office. The slate of candidates will be presented in November
and voted on in December.
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Linda announced that our application for the Festival of Trees was
accepted. We will set up our tree on November 27 at a time TBD. Linda will be contacting us
about loaning ornaments to hang on the NJNA tree! Three people will be needed for set-up. I
strongly encourage everyone to stop by at this festive community event. Location:
Environmental Education Center, 190 Lord Stirling Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 Basking Ridge
NJ. Three people will be required to take down the tree at the end of December. Linda M is
coordinating. ANG has already requested an article for Needlepointers about this activity!
As previously discussed, NJNA has been approached to teach a course for the Somerville Parks
Education program. We pushed this to the spring semester to give us time to prepare. Diane
BU is coordinating so stay tuned for more information. Please let Diane know if you know of
any good beginning, teaching projects (any age.)
WOODLAWN: Linda M has heard that the Woodlawn exhibit will be held in March in 2022, as
per its usual schedule. The expectation is that our pieces will have to be dropped off in early
February. The SOTM that NJNA will display is the Kathy Rees “Star of Stitches”.
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MEMBERSHIP SURVEY: Cathryn received 27 responses to the NJNA membership survey,
primarily from our newer members. Responses were split evenly between preference for Zoom
and In-person meetings which led Cathryn to conclude that NJNA definitely needs to pursue a
hybrid meeting strategy going forward. Program suggestions included Color Theory, Finishing
Techniques, and a Bargello Project. You will see these ideas reflected in the planned programs
for 2022.
UPCOMING PROGRAMS:
Month
November
December
January

Speaker/Program
Program
Program
Speaker

February

Panel Discussion

March
April
May

Program
Program
Speaker

Description
Stitch-in and Review of Woodlawn Submissions
Holiday Party!
Susan Hoekstra will give a 90-minute talk on Color Theory.
The four (4) NJNA members who have been featured in
Needlepointers “A Tale of Two Stitchers” will hold a panel
discussion on Picking Stitches for painted canvasses.
A presentation on “Ideas for Finishing Needlepoint”
Part One of a Bargello Project
Laura Smith will talk on Seven Ways of Color Contrast.

SUNSHINE: Carol F sent “Feel Better” cards to Sylvia and Ellen B this month. Please let Carol
know of any member in need of a bit of sunshine!
MEMBERSHIP: Jill reported that NJNA now has 55 members. She also drew our attention to
the recent announcement from ANG that all national dues will now be payable in January. Jill is
investigating how new members will be handled under this new initiative.
TREASURY: Rosie reported an NJNA ledger balance of $7462.22. This amount includes
$2300.00 in deposits for Dusting of Snow, which will be paid out when the course is held. It
now appears that we will end the year with about $1500.00 more than projected! The board is
working on the 2022 budget which will be presented in January.
WORKSHOPS: Ellen B has signed a contract with Gail Stafford for “A Dusting of Snow”. This
workshop has 25 participants, including 2 members who are auditing. The workshop will be
held on Zoom over four (4) Saturdays: January 15, 22, 29 and February 5. Each workshop will
be about 1 hour. Gail has agreed to record the sessions and make them available for 13 days.
Ellen will be contacting participants about final costs and kit distribution.
SHOW and TELL: At the end! I hope you enjoy the Show and Tell pictures. I appreciate
everyone sending me pictures that allow me to share my screen with the group. Please send
your 2021 Woodlawn entries to me for the November program as well!
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THE MAIN EVENT: Following Show and Tell, Cathryn introduced our speaker for tonight, Vicky
Wittershein. Vicky is a member of NJNA and she is familiar to us as the incomparable thread
helper at the Edwardian Needle! Vicky is in the process of getting her teacher certification. Her
talk on the “Use of Alcohol Markers” on canvas was highly informative and creative! We thank
her for the time that she put in to prepare such a great presentation!
Cheers, Rosie
PS: I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the fabulous job that Noelle did with the meeting
summary for the past two months. I am so grateful to her for substituting for me while I was
off galivanting!
Thank you Noelle – I loved your summary headings and decided to include them in my notes
from now on! I also loved how you organized the pictures – I think I am in the documentation
mode of “If all you have is a hammer, everything starts to look like a nail.” AKA: You can’t
teach an old dog new tricks!
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SHOW AND TELL

Happy Halloween!
Sylvia stitched the “Black Hat Society”
canvas by Heidi Stanley.
She sent it for finishing by the Wool and
the Floss in Michigan. What a fabulous
bow on top! Did you notice the witches
hat made by alternating black and
orange pipe cleaners?
Fabulous!

Trick or Treat!
Diane has just stiched Kandy Korn for the
third time! Some long-time members of
NJNA might remember that we stitched
Kandy as a chapter project a few years ago;
the design was from the ANG Chapter Project
Book.
Diane has been completing projects to take
to her Mom for display in her room. The
small ornament worked great for Halloween!
Diane used Pearl Cotton #5 so no laying!
Diane has been improving her finishing
techniques by doing the finishing herself!
She finished my Kandy into an easel stand-up
that I love!!
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I decided to include Linda P’s orange Turtle Bag in the Halloween section because of the color – and not
because it is scary! Turtle Bags come with interchageable panels, but, as you can see, the pocket is
easily adapted to needlepoint!
Linda first stitched the two shift dresses as the perfect summertime panels. These shift dresses come in
a variety of styles on handpainted canvas by Two Sisters Needlepoint. When stitched, you just slide the
canvas into the display pocket. Linda P says she added a plastic sheet to keep the needlepoint clean!
Linda wanted something a little bit different for autumn! So she stitched “Tahiti” by Kathy Rees in the
original colorway. The bits of orange thread coordinate nicely with the bag. Linda says she consulted
with Kathy Rees and she was great to work with!
Turrtle Bags are available in multiple colors in either a tote or a crossbody style! Pam at the Edwardian
Needle is now carrying them. A portion of the proceeds from each sale goes to the Save the Sea Turtles
Foundation. (Some of you may remember when the sea turtle eggs delayed my project in St. Croix.)
Wouldn’t one of these make a spectacular gift?
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Here we have Linda P’s
rendition of “Winter Lights”
by Jennifer Reifenberg.
Linda had it finished as a
stand-up by the Edwardian
Needle. The bow on top is
fashioned from wired purple
ribbons. Linda found the
choice of purple interesting,
but likes how it coordinates
with the candle holders.

Melita wanted to showcase the
Mauve Pansy that she stitched at
the EGA class “Rings on Her
Fingers” designed by Allison Cole
and taught by Kay Stanis.
However, instead of making it into
a ring, Melita stitched “Flutterby” a
design by Kurdy Biggs for ANG’s
2017 Chapter Project Book. It
looks like the butterfly is flying
around the pansy.
Melita plans to have it finished flat
to insert into a stand up acrylic
frame.
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Lastly (which maybe should have been first) is Sylvia’s interpretation of Susan Robert’s “Hangin’
Frogs”. This stunning piece was featured in the September/October 2021 issue of
Needlepointers magazine in the recurring column “A Tale of Two (Sometimes Three) Stitchers”.
I think Sylvia did a magnificent job of capturing the two frog’s personalities!
Congratulations!
Sylvia joins Linda, Noelle, and Melita as honored stitchers for this column. The four of them will
form a panel for discussion of Picking Stitches for NJNA’s February 2022 meeting.

