
 

 

New Jersey Needle Artists 
American Needlepoint Guild 

May 19, 2021 Meeting 
 
 

Hi Everyone – 
 
Linda M welcomed 24 participants to our May Zoom meeting.  The Zoom session included a 
special break out room for those members who were stitching the Dolphin Topiary for the May 
program.  The break out room was opened after Show and Tell. 
 
NJNA plans to continue meeting on Zoom for a few more months.  NJNA welcomes guests to 
attend one meeting before becoming an NJNA member.  If you want to invite a guest to come, 
please let Linda know so that she can admit them to the Zoom meeting. 
 
The Woodlawn exhibit will be open through May 31, except for Tuesdays.  Several of our 
members have already attended and have reported that the exhibit quality is exceptionally 
good this year.  There will be a tent sale held on May 31.  The box lunch from Nellie’s Needlers 
can be ordered while you are viewing the exhibit.  Sue C and Rosie had the cream cheese and 
olive and chicken salad sandwiches respectively.  They were delicious and it was nice to be able 
to eat on the grounds and support Woodlawn. 
 
Linda announced that Sue C and Rosie would pick-up our pieces at Woodlawn on Friday, June 4.  
If you are exhibiting, they will be in touch about getting your pieces back to you. 
 
ANG has announced that their 2021 National Seminar will be virtual this year instead of in 
Kansas City.  Registration for the virtual seminar is open; classes will start on September 1.  
Format for each course is included in the course description.  I enjoyed the virtual seminar last 
year because of the ability to complete a portion of the design before having to go on to the 
next part of the lesson.  Many of this year’s courses are spread over several weeks. 
 
Brenda notified Linda that the Rehoboth Needlework Exhibit will be held this year from mid-
September through early-November.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 
Linda attended the ANG Eastern Area Chapter meeting with Janice McHenry.  The meeting 
lasted about 40 minutes and announced ANG’s focus on membership for the coming year.  The 
goal is to increase membership by 5%.  The strategy is to try to attract younger members and to 
advertise the chapters with business cards and brochures.  They also discussed the benefit of 
finding a way to hold hybrid meetings after Covid. 
 
The Chapter Project Book contains a number of lovely projects that are suitable for use as 
programs or workshops.  ANG has now elected to put photos of the projects that are available 
on the website, so that members can see all of the options.  Our VP for Programs, Cathryn, has 
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access to the directions and will be happy to organize a program for NJNA if you see a project 
that interests you. 
 
Jill reported that NJNA has 51 members.  No one new this month, although we have drafted 
several new members for ANG already this year!  This should help towards the goal of 5% -- we 
are almost there already! 
 
Rosie reported an NJNA ledger balance of $6842.09.  Relative to our budget, we have six new 
members, $1000 in donations, and $50 extra from Woodlawn gas.  Therefore, we are projected 
to end the year ahead of budget for now.  We received the last check for our stash sale, so all 
the donations are included in the ledger balance. 
 
Ellen B reported that we have 21 participants for Vicky Witterschein’s “Pretti Petite 1” which 
features a watering can and cute bee charm.  This workshop will be held via Zoom on July 13, 
August 10, and September 14.  Enrollees will receive more information from Ellen by e-mail. 
 

 
Pretti Petite 1 by Vicky Witterschein 

 
Ellen B is coordinating with Sharon B regarding a shared workshop for a Toni Gerdes piece next 
September.  Discussions with other national teachers is in progress. 
 
Carol F sent a thank you card to Tina F for the donation of her stash which we were able to sell 
for a nice donation.  Additionally, Carol sent a congratulatory note for all of the NJNA award 
winners at Woodlawn.  Please let Carol F know if you know of any members in need of a little 
sunshine! 
 
Cathryn presented a few changes from the planned programs for the rest of 2021.  A scheduling 
conflict required that the July and September programs be switched.  Additionally, Cathryn has 
contracted for David McCaskill to provide a presentation in August.  We will do our vintage 
needlework show and tell at a future time. 
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Month Speaker/Program Description 

May/ 
June Program 

Marge K will lead us in stitching David McCaskill’s Dolphin 
Topiary 

 

July Jacqui Clarkson Why You Need Yellow in Your Life! 

August David McCaskill 

David will present a 90-minute presentation on Overdyed 
Threads.  There will be an accompanying booklet available for 
optional purchase.  Cathryn will let us know more details when 
she has them. 

September Valerie McAleenan 

Valerie is from Timeless NeedleArts Appraisals.  She holds a 
certified Needlework Appraiser by ANG as well as other 
certifications.  Do you see your needlework as an art form? Why 
should you have your needlework appraised?  Where do you turn 
when you want to ensure your needlework, goldwork , samplers 
or other forms of needlework textiles are appropriately valued? 

October Vicky Wittershein 
Teacher/Designer with Edwardian Needle and EGA; becoming 
certified by NAN.  Vicky is refining a talk about working with 
alcohol markers on canvas and ribbons. 

November Program Stitch-in and Review of Woodlawn Submissions 
December Program Holiday Party!  (We hope!) 

 
Nancy B reminded us to post our Works in Progress on Wednesday in the NJNA group on 
Facebook! 
 
The NJNA SOTM group had its fifth meeting of 2021 on May 8.  All NJNA members are welcome 
to join this optional group which meets on the second Saturday of every month.  You can keep 
up with the group’s progress by following the NJNA blog. 
 
The New Jersey Needle Festival has been moved to Saturday, August 28, 2021 at the Embassy 
Suites hotel in Berkeley Heights, NJ.  It promises to be even better than ever.  So please put the 
date on your calendar! 
 
REMINDER:  Please pick up all needles/pins from the (library) floor.  Even more important 
now that we are stitching at home! 
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I hope you enjoy the Show and Tell pictures.  I appreciate everyone sending me pictures that 
allowed me to share my screen with the group.  I would appreciate it if you would include 
relevant information about each completed project. 
 
Cheers, Rosie 

 
 
 

Show and Tell 
 

 
Barbara L stitched the lovely “Eleanor” from the Queen series of counted needlepoint by Gay 

Ann Rodgers.  This was stitched on Congress cloth.  Barbara added the name of the piece on the 
metal label (which, to me, seems appropriate for a portrait) and was shocked that at the 

internet vitriol that spewed out when she posted her finish!  Framing was by Rob at the Framed 
Image including a filet that so wonderfully coordinates with both the portrait and the main 

frame!  Beautiful stitching of a beautiful queen! 
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Cathryn created quite a stir at the meeting with “Spring Banner” by David McCaskill.  So many 

of us want to stitch this assortment of tulips and carnations!  David shows this design made into 
a pillow, but Cathryn had it made into a stand-up at Needleworker’s Delight.  Cathryn says that 

she learned that it helped to work the background first on this one.  The carnations are couched 
rouching! 

 

 
Sue C completed “Byzantine Color” by Ann-Marie Anderson-Mayes.  Instead of ordering her 
threads from Australia, Sue went to Needleworker’s Delight where Diane helped her choose 

colors that coordinated with an overdyed thread that Sue liked.  Sue made a few modest 
changes to the design to eliminate some very small areas.  It was framed by Rob at Framed 

Image. 
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This is Rosie’s rendition of Gail Stafford’s “Quilt Square” which was a class from the ANG Virtual 

Seminar in 2020.  Rob at the Framed Image provided hanging wire so that the piece can be 
hung either from the corner or from an edge.  Rosie currently has it hanging from a corner 

which provides a great symmetry!  The frame is a new style for Rob, but many of us are using it 
in one color or another! 

 

 
Linda P completed this set of little ornaments that were designed by Vicky Witterschein.  Vicky 

has been offering this design with teaching via Zoom to many EGA regions and has gotten a 
fabulous response.  The design can be done as either a tree or a diamond and the sky is the 

limit on color combinations.  These ornaments were finished by Pam at the Edwardian Needle. 
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Here are Sue C’s and Rosie’s versions of “Celestial Twist” by Ann-Marie Anderson-Mayes; this 

was offered by ANG as a Workshop by Mail.  Both were framed by Rob at Framed Image.  And, 
no, we didn’t mix up who did which one!  Rosie’s is in the original colorway and Sue picked an 

overdyed that made her happy and then Ann-Marie chose the coordinating colors.  The threads 
were shipped from Australia and were so luscious!  See more on “NJNA is Blogging”! 

 

 
Hopefully you all recognize the ANG/NJNA 2020 Stitch of the Month Star by Kathy Rees.  Sue 

added a border of scotch stitches over 6 threads in the same Splendor as the background.  She 
finished it herself by inserting it into a Sudberry tray that she just happened to have in her 

stash!  What a useful display!  The shadows are Rosie’s arms, not a variation in thread color! 
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This painted “Heart” ornament by David McCaskill was stitched by Linda P and finished by 

Needleworker’s Delight. 
 

 

  
Cathryn found this partially-stitched “Stitcher’s Purse” by David McCaskill in her late Aunt’s 

stash.  She completed the stitching on it.  Although intended to be an insert for a purse, Cathryn 
chose to have Needleworker’s Delight finish it as a tented stand-up.  (Cathryn says you need to 
specify a tented stand-up or a footed stand-up when you order finishing.)  Cathryn intends to 

give it to her Aunt’s stitching friend.  Needleworkers supplied the backing fabric. 
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Melita completed this piece as Step 4 in the EGA Master Craftsman Canvas Program.  The step 

required that she use 8 Bargello stitches to create a design that was NOT a sampler.  Melita says 
she “Passed with Distinction!”  NJNA certainly seconds that emotion – several of our members 

asked Melita to teach this design for us.  Cathryn and Melita will talk!  What a beautiful and 
creative design, Melita! 

 

 
Heidi completed her “Background Sampler II” by David McCaskill, our NJNA workshop from 

2019!  This is the pewter colorway with some thread changes by Heidi. 


