
 

 

New Jersey Needle Artists 
American Needlepoint Guild 

April 21, 2021 Meeting 
 
 

Hi Everyone – 
 
Linda M welcomed 30 participants, including one new member (Helen D) and our guest 
speaker, Lois Kershner, to our April Zoom meeting. 
 
NJNA plans to continue meeting on Zoom for a few more months.  NJNA welcomes guests to 
attend one meeting before becoming an NJNA member.  If you want to invite a guest to come, 
please let Linda know so that she can admit them to the Zoom meeting. 
 
Linda and Mr. M transported 25 pieces from NJNA to Woodlawn to support the 2021 
Needlework Show and Sale which will be held from May 2 through May 31, 2021 (except 
Tuesdays) at Woodlawn.  Linda reported that the process was very efficient this year and it took 
less than 1 hour for all 25 entries. 
 
The Woodlawn exhibit organizers decided to not offer critiques this year.  Linda let them know 
that our members found the critiques to be very helpful and hoped that they would bring them 
back in future years.  Linda also learned that one of the reasons that Woodlawn does not hang 
the SOTM pieces all together is that the pieces make a wonderful “scavenger” hunt for restless 
children whose parents are viewing the exhibit! 
 
Linda announced that Sue C and Rosie would pick-up our pieces at Woodlawn between June 3 
and 6. 
 
ANG has announced that their 2021 National Seminar will be virtual this year instead of in 
Kansas City.  Refunds are being processed.  Registration for the virtual seminar will go live on 
May 13. 
 
As previously discussed, Linda sent the large leftover donation of Tina’s stash to the 
Needlepoint Destasher, who let us know that she only handles painted canvasses and all of 
Tina’s stash was counted.  At her recommendation, she forwarded our stash to Pamela Harding 
who offers a similar service for counted pieces.  Linda has heard from Pamela that all of the 
pieces (with three exceptions) were sold and that our share of the proceeds is a little over 
$1000, far more than we net in our “inside” sales!  So thank you, Tina, for your valuable 
donation.  Now we need to find a way to spend it wisely! 
 
Linda announced that NJNA will fold its board meeting on Sunday, April 25.  All members are 
welcome to attend.  Please let Linda know if you are interested. 
 
Jill reported that we have one new member this month, Helen D, who was on the zoom call! 
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Rosie reported an NJNA ledger balance of $6373.09.  Relative to our budget, we have six new 
members, $1000 in donations, and $50 extra from Woodlawn gas.  Therefore, we are projected 
to end the year ahead of budget for now. 
 
The NJNA SOTM group had its fourth meeting of 2021 on April 10.  All NJNA members are 
welcome to join this optional group which meets on the second Saturday of every month.  The 
only requirement is that you be working on either a current or past SOTM project when we 
meet in person.  We learn from each other.  This year, the group decided to offer three project 
options.  The three options are Stratigraphy, Asymmetrical Copper, and Petite Arabesque.  
Please note that most of our members modify designs/colors to suit their own taste!  You can 
keep up with the group’s progress by following the NJNA blog. 
 

 
 

 

 
Stratigraphy Asymmetrical Copper Petite Arabesque 

Jennifer Riefenberg Jeff Kulick Laura Perin 

ANG 2021 SOTM 
Nov/Dec 2020 

Needle Pointers 
Self-Purchase 

 
 
The New Jersey Needle Festival has been moved to Saturday, August 28, 2021 at the Embassy 
Suites hotel in Berkeley Heights, NJ.  It promises to be even better than ever.  So please put the 
date on your calendar! 
 
Ellen B announced that 20 people have signed up for the NJNA workshop featuring an exclusive 
design by Vicky Witterschein of the Edwardian Needle in Fairfield NJ.  The design is Pretti Petite 
1 which features needle felting, ribbon stitches, French knots, van dyke and a bee charm.  The 
design area is 3 1/2” x 2 1/2”.  The workshop will be taught in two zoom sessions over the 
course of two months.  The introductory price is $35 which includes the kit, instructions and 2 
zoom classes; postage will be extra.  This design may be the first in a series of Pretti Petite’s 
that Vicky will be teaching.  Enrollees will receive more information from Ellen by e-mail. 
 



Page 3 
 

  

 
Pretti Petite 1 by Vicky Witterschein 

 
Cathryn presented the planned programs for the rest of 2021. 
 

Month Speaker/Program Description 

May/ 
June Program 

David McCaskill’s Dolphin Topiary 
 

 
 

July Valerie McAleenan 

Valerie is from Timeless NeedleArts Appraisals.  She holds a 
certified Needlework Appraiser by ANG as well as other 
certifications.  Do you see your needlework as an art form? Why 
should you have your needlework appraised?  Where do you turn 
when you want to ensure your needlework, goldwork , samplers 
or other forms of needlework textiles are appropriately valued? 

August Program 

Family Vintage Needlework -- the Idea is to provide pictures (or 
in person pieces) of historical needlework from our families.  For 
example, Cathryn has Cluny lace done by her great grandmother, 
tatting done by her great aunt, cross stitch from her 
grandmother and mother, hardanger from her cousin. 

September Jacqui Clarkson Why You Need Yellow in Your Life! 
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October Vicky Wittershein 
Teacher/Designer with Edwardian Needle and EGA; becoming 
certified by NAN.  Vicky is refining a talk about working with felt 
markers on canvas and ribbons. 

November Program Stitch-in and Review of Woodlawn Submissions 
December Program Holiday Party!  (We hope!) 

 
Carol F sent a congratulations card to Diane B on the birth of her new grandson.  Please let 
Carol F know if you know of any members in need of a little sunshine! 
 
Linda P has been doing a lot of blogging and was amazed to see how many people around the 
world are viewing our NJNA is Blogging site! 
 
Linda M entered all the show and tell from last year onto note cards so that we could do our 
traditional drawing for a $25 gift certificate.  This year’s certificate will be from Needleworkers 
Delight.  The winner for 2020’s prize was Sharon B for her stitching of “Wishful Thinking” by 
Ann Strite-Kurz! 
 

 
Wishful Thinking stitched by Sharon B.  Sharon took this course at the national seminar in 

Houston! 
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After show and tell, Cathryn introduced Lois Kershner who gave an excellent talk about the 
many ways that perspective can be achieved in design.  Demonstrated through Lois’s beautiful 
thread scape designs, this lecture program illustrated how to achieve the illusion of depth in 
stitching—how to contrast colors, stitch sizes, thread types and texture to help make something 
appear to be close or further away.  We all received a handout of stitching techniques for 
achieving perspective in our own work.  We all learned something that will enhance our 
stitching whether on painted or counted designs. 
 
REMINDER:  Please pick up all needles/pins from the (library) floor.  Even more important 
now that we are stitching at home!  (I currently have a known missing needle, but I can’t 
convince Harold to wear slippers.  Live and learn!) 
 
I hope you enjoy the Show and Tell pictures.  I appreciate everyone sending me pictures that 
allowed me to share my screen with the group.  I would appreciate it if you would include 
relevant information about each completed project. 
 
Cheers, Rosie 
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Show and Tell 
 

 

This is Noelle’s “What RU 
Looking At?” that was 

featured in this month’s “Tale 
of Two Stitcher’s” column in 
Needlepointers magazine.  
Noelle worked with Rob at 

Framed Image on the 
framing.  We all love how the 
green mat feels like leaves!  

Don’t you also love the 
Shabori Ribbon treatment on 

the wings? 

 

So with spring around the corner 
and the birds singing in the 

morning, I thought I’d start our 
Show and Tell with all the bird 
pieces.  This is Diane B’s “Loon 

Tunes” by Ann Strite-Kurz.  Diane 
and I took this class with the San 
Bernardino chapter in California.  

Diane wanted to finish hers to 
hang at her lake house where she 
often sees loons.  Framing by Rob 

at the Framed Image! 
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This is Marge K’s ”Mama and Baby Birds”, a Charley Harper canvas that was stitched in a class 
with Meredith Willet.  It has been wonderfully framed by Rob at the Framed Image.  I love the 
fillet that coordinates with the frame!  Marge says that Rob ran the mat onto the sides of the 

interior because of the depth of the piece. 
 

 
Marge K stitched this Cooper Oaks canvas of a birds in a Pussy Willow tree.  She worked with 

Rob at the Framed Image and decided to use two frames instead of a mat and a frame.  Doesn’t 
it look great?  So creative. 
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Sharon B completed the last of the 
dozen eggs that were designed by 

Barbara Jackson and offered through 
Shining Needle.  Three eggs were 

offered in each of 2017. 2018. 2019, 
and these last three in 2020.  Sharon B 
did the finishing herself – including the 

bird on the top.  She found the 
ornament tree on e-bay!  Beautiful, I 

love it!  

 

 

Noelle stitched “Spring 
Kaleidoscope” by Lorene Salt in 
Lorene’s original colorway.  This 
is the third of Lorene’s seasonal 
Kaleidoscopes.  It was framed by 

Rob at the Framed Image. 
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Sharon B stitched “Snow White Peony” by Carol Algie-Higginbotham which was offered as a 
group correspondence course from EGA.  The gorgeous framing by Rob at the Framed Image 

allowed a hint of green mat to pull the piece together.  Each area of the peony featured a 
different stitch! 

 

 
Diane B created this space-themed birth sampler for her grandson Alex, who just turned two!  It 
was framed by Rob at the Framed Image.  I am so impressed that Diane has a “theme” for each 

of her grandkids! 
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Ellen S stitched “The Neighborhood”, a 
charted design by Finger Step Designs.  I love 
the unique shape of this design which allows 

it to fit on narrow walls! 
 

I am currently working on the green house 
that is fourth from the top. 

 
Ellen didn’t provide any details about 

framing. 

 

 
Marge K had “God Shed HER Grace on Thee” framed in two concentric (?) frames after seeing 
Cathryn’s piece hanging at Rob’s.  It’s really a great technique when a mat just doesn’t seem 

quite right!  Framing by Rob at Framed Image!  Lovely! 
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You will recognize these as two Margaret Bendig Kimonos from our 2020 NJNA Chapter 

Projects.  Marge K had her Spring Kimono and Summer Kimono framed by Rob at the Framed 
Image.  Marge wants everyone to know that the two frames are identical – both green.  Well 

done, Marge! 
 

 

Linda P and the stitching in the parking lot 
gang commissioned Kathy Schenkel to design 
these four canvases to memorialize the year 

that was 2020!  The third one down is 
“FOMO” which stands for Fear of Missing 

Out! 
 

Linda decided to frame them all together and 
picked out this awesome lime green frame 

with Rob at the Framed Image.   
 

So much fun!!  I love it! 
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Here are three different colorways of Gail Stafford’s “Undulations II” which is a geometric 

design that mixes Bargello with diagonal stitches, box stitches, cross stitches and tied stitches.  
This was offered as an EGA Group Correspondence Course.  Marge K framed both of hers and 

Linda P had hers finished into a pillow.  The framing was by Rob at Framed Image and the pillow 
was done by Pam at the Edwardian Needle. 
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Noelle completed and framed her 
“Stars of the New Millennium” by Toni 

Minieri.  This is the Egyptian Nights 
colorway.  Noelle took this as a class 

taught by our own Cathryn at the 
Edwardian Needle – pre-Pandemic! 

 
It was framed by Rob at the Framed 

Image with his signature cutting of the 
mats to follow the outline of the 

design. 
 

There’s a reason that this is a favorite 
design with NJNA members! 

 

Marge K worked with Rob at Framed 
Image to finish this Elizabeth Turner 

canvas in a way that would accentuate the 
sparkling Swarovski crystals in the dress.  
What a masterpiece!  And clearly a lot of 

work. 
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Melita shared two of the Downton Abbey designs by Gay Ann Rodgers at our March meeting.  

This month Melita presents “Cora” and the dress that inspired the design!  These are just 
fabulous and I may have to look into picking up this series!  Besides, I loved Downton Abbey! 

 

 

Robin says that the best thing about “Taste of 
Tiffany” is that it is done!  This design is by 

Kay Stannis and includes needlepoint, 
couching, gold work, sequins, and beads!  
Robin took it at ANG national seminar in 

Houston (I think).  I think the best thing about 
it is that it is beautiful! 
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Last but not least, we have Heidi’s 
stocking for Eamonn, her Irish son-in-
law.  Heidi found the canvas several 

years ago at the Sudbury garage sale.  
She decided to make it her Pandemic 

Project.  She finished stitching it in 
Florida and dropped it off at 

Needlepoint in Paradise in Naples for 
finishing.  She wants it to stay in Florida 

because that’s where the family is 
planning to celebrate Christmas 2021! 

 
Fun fact – Stockings are not traditional 

in Ireland! 

 


