New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
September 16, 2020 Meeting

President’s Report
Linda M. welcomed 22 members to our September meeting, which was conducted virtually with Zoom.
Linda presented several updates:
Woodlawn
The Woodlawn Exhibit is now online through October 15th! If you exhibited your needlework but were
not able to attend the show due to the COVID outbreak, you are eligible for free admission to the virtual
show.
•
•

Woodlawn is emailing tickets to each stitcher who entered a piece into the show. The
tickets are not transferable; some of us have not received them yet.
If you didn’t exhibit your needlework but would still like to see the show, Woodlawn
will issue an e-ticket for a $12.00 donation. All the information is posted on their
website at http://www.woodlawnpopeleighey.org/annualneedleworkshow

ANG “HUMS”
During the COVID outbreak, ANG started a project for stitchers called “Holed Up Minis”, “HUMS” for
short. Sixteen designs were posted, but they aren’t going to be on the site much longer. Don’t miss an
opportunity to get these designs while you can!
Needlefest
Needlefest is still on the calendar for November 1st. We don’t know what the COVID environment will
look like by then…the event might be rescheduled again or cancelled; but Kevin at Needleworker’s
Delight has assured everyone that no one will lose their ticket fee in either case. More to come…
Whimsy and Grace
Toni Randall’s Oregon shop, Whimsy and Grace, was destroyed by a September 8th wildfire. Many
needlepoint shops around the country are having virtual trunk shows and will donate portions of their
proceeds to help Toni rebuild. A GoFundMe page has also been created. If you are interested, the links
below can provide more information. Locally, Pam at Edwardian Needle is having a Whimsy and Grace
trunk show in October.
https://napaneedlepoint.com/news/new-shops-added-to-whimsy-grace-national-virtual-trunk-show/
https://www.whimsyandgrace.com/
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Treasurer’s Report
Linda read out Rosie’s report:
•
•
•

Our current treasury balance is $6,122.85.
Our upcoming expenses are: Framing the Library project with Rob, teaching fees for
Background Sampler II and our annual library donation.
We are operating well within budget and we expect to end the year with a higher than
anticipated balance, largely due to increased membership!

Programs
Cathryn updated us on the rest of the year’s programs:
•
•
•

Tonight’s program is Part I of Margaret Bendig’s Kimono class. Cathryn will present a
PowerPoint deck that covers stitching tips for all four patterns.
October’s program will be Margaret Bendig’s Kimonos Part II, which will focus on the centers of
each kimono.
November/December: November is a scheduled stitch-in, however we are exploring having
David McCaskill as a guest speaker on Zoom in November or December. Some of us attended
his Zoom house tour over the summer, and we would like to meet again with a focus on holiday
stitching and his designs.

Cathryn is actively exploring ideas for 2021 programs. Tentative plans include:
•
•

Jacqui Clarkson’s presentation on Yellow.
Inviting a recent San Diego chapter speaker on needlepoint appraisals to present to our group.

Barbara L. has helped by putting together a list of teachers giving virtual talks, and we are open to your
suggestions! Please send us your ideas!

Membership
Jill reported that she has updated the online membership lists with the most current contact
information for each stitcher. If you have updates, please send them in!

Workshops
Sylvia reported on the success of last weekend’s Zoom classes for David McCaskill’s Background Sampler
II. Cathryn did an amazing job conducting the sessions, making herself available from 8:30am to 5:30pm
each day. We piloted a class/stitching break/class format, which allowed for people to be able to
accommodate their weekend schedules but still get intensive instruction at designated times
throughout the day.
We will have another session on Sunday, September 26th to ‘catch up’ with any questions from the first
two classes. Our final class will be held via Zoom on November 15th. Thank you, Cathryn, for being such
a dedicated teacher!
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Workshops (cont’d.)
Sylvia is also exploring how we can hold a canvas painting workshop in 2020, checking for teacher
availability and making plans on how we could hold the workshop virtually if we can’t do it in person.
More to come…

Outreach
Cathryn reported that our library project has been framed! She will see it next week; next steps are
planning how and when it will be presented to the library.
Carol K. reported from South Carolina that she proudly discussed our outreach project with her Sapphire
Valley ANG Chapter, and soon the Highlands, NC library was extremely interested! Carol’s ANG chapter
meets at a local needlepoint shop, and long story short, they are well underway with ordering a canvas
and picking a stitch guide for their own outreach program. Way to go, Carol!
Hearts for Hospice: Our pieces are being finished as we speak, and Hearts for Hospice has been posting
our finished pieces! Linda M. has been sharing their links on our New Jersey Needle Artists Facebook
page--the hearts look beautiful! Check our Facebook page to see yours posted by Linda!
A group discussion began about whether we should continue in the Hearts for Hospice program again in
2021 or consider supporting a NJ hospice or youth program. The challenge is in the finishing, which we
would have to take on ourselves. Productive discussion followed; lots of issues to iron out if we go that
route. What do you think? Send us your comments. More to come…

Closing questions/comments
Dee L. asked for more information on places that help with needlepoint de-stashing. Many of our
members have had great experiences with a site based in Glendale, Arizona, both for de-stashing
and…shopping! Their site is: https://www.needlepointdestashing.com/

Meeting adjourned
Linda M. closed the business portion of the meeting. Next up: Show and Tell and the Kimono program.
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Show and Tell
Our first pieces this month were from Linda P, who stitched several of Kathy Schenkel’s Tiny Inspirations
canvases.

Linda finished them
as standups, using
dowels customized
for her by an onsite
contractor, and then
she painted and
decorated them.
So clever!

Next, Linda shared two canvases she stitched by
designer Pat Carsley (Needlecrossings.com).
The first, Beach Bag, was finished by Pam at
The Edwardian Needle as a pillow:

The second canvas, Sun Shades, is being
finished at this moment by Pam as a
patch with velcro for the back of a jean
jacket!
Linda gave a shoutout to Cathryn for
her help with stitches for the sand and
blankets.
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Linda’s last finish this month was Stars of the
New Millennium, designed by Tony Minieri.
This project was one and a half years in the
making! Linda pointed out that the photo
doesn’t capture the vibrant, shiny silk mat on
the piece, which enhances the entire design.
Linda, please bring it to a chapter meeting at
the library when the time (eventually) comes
that we can meet in person again.
We’d love to see it up close!

Our next presenter was Moira C…
Moira stitched a stocking topper called All
That Glitters, a January 2018 design by
Kurdy Biggs (threedles.com).
Moira plans to finish the stocking in an
amazing shade of aqua fabric. How
beautiful will that be?
Please share it with us when it’s all done!
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Cathryn shared two wonderful pieces with us this month.

The first, Whale, is a Kate Dickerson design. Cathryn
used her own stitch and thread choices. This was
finished as an ornament by Pam at The Edwardian
Needle and hangs on Cathryn’s “summer tree”.

Cathryn’s second finish, Bermuda Bag, is a Two Sisters
Needlepoint design. The canvas was a gift from two
stitching friends. At first, it was going to be an ornament,
but Cathryn decided to turn it into a summertime pillow!
Beautiful finishing done by Pam at The Edwardian
Needle.

Next, Sylvia presented two finished pieces.

Her first finish was a 3D butter stick by
Jessica Tongel Designs. No calories,
doesn’t melt, and beautifully stitched!
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Sylvia’s next finish was a stylish summer bag.
She changed the background of the sunflower canvas to
coordinate with the bag; it looks perfect!

Pat B. showed us two lovely pieces.

The first was Blue Toile Round, a Kelly Clark canvas insert
designed for the Lee/Colonial Needle silk bag.
(I have this same bag in olive green—OK, I’ve had it for at
least five years in my stash--and Pat has inspired me to
stitch an insert and get it finished!)
It’s elegant!

Pat’s next finish is from a class she took several years ago.

This is an Art Needlepoint canvas interpretation of Piet
Mondrian’s Amaryllis. Stitches are based on a stitch guide
written by Janet Perry.

NJ Needle Artists – September 2020 meeting minutes

P a g e |7

Next, Carol K. showed us her finish from the 2018 ANG Seminar
in Washington DC.

This is a design called Liberty by Dawn Donnelly, who also taught
the seminar class.
Carol decided to add her own background and she had it finished
it as a stand-up easel. She loved the class and had a lot of fun
stitching it!

Our last presenter of the evening was Sue B.
The idea for this piece started with a border design
class taught by Pam at Edwardian Needle.
Then Pat’s father recently passed, and she and her
mother came across a WWII medal that he had been
awarded.
Pat remembered the border design project and
wondered if the medal would fit. It did, perfectly…
The next step was to frame it, which Rob at The
Framed Image handled wonderfully.
Sue, what a beautiful tribute to your father!
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