New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
December 16, 2020 Meeting
Hi Everyone –
Linda M welcomed 29 NJNA members to our December Zoom meeting. NJNA plans to continue
meeting on Zoom for a few more months.
The New Jersey Needle Festival is now scheduled for June 5, 2021. We have one unsold seat
that is available at the 2020 price of $65! Please let Linda or Rosie know if you are interested in
reserving that seat. We will surrender the seat back to Needleworkers if no one wants it.
Woodlawn expects to release their plans for the 2021 Needlework Exhibit soon. Linda will let
us know as soon as she hears something.
The NJNA SOTM group announced that we would allow stitching on three projects for 2021.
This is because there was a love/hate relationship with the ANG SOTM. The three options are
Stratigraphy, Asymmetrical Copper, and Petite Arabesque. Please note that most of our
members modify designs/colors to suit their own taste!

Stratigraphy
Jennifer Riefenberg
ANG 2021 SOTM

Asymmetrical Copper
Jeff Kulick
Nov/Dec 2020
Needle Pointers

Petite Arabesque
Laura Perin
Self-Purchase

All NJNA members are welcome to join this fun group which meets on the second Saturday of
every month. The only requirement is that you be working on either a current or past SOTM
project when we meet in person. We learn from each other.
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Cathryn presented the planned programs for 2021. The first four months are confirmed. Note
that NJNA allows a guest to attend one meeting before joining NJNA.
Month

Speaker/Program

January

Toni Gerdes

February

Ann Strite-Kurz

March

Program

April

Lois Kerschner

May
June

Program
Program

July

Valerie McAleenan

August
September
October
November
December

Program
Jacqui Clarkson
Vicki Wittershein
Program
Program

Description
Additions to Stitching is a 45 minute lecture (plus 15 minute
question & answer period) exploring newer threads and other
techniques that can be added to your stitching, including
embellishments, applique, needle felting, & a special "Wacky"
copper lace technique. This slide lecture shows all these ideas
and how to use them.
Creative Adaptations for Canvas Embroidery- A good transition
for the hesitant designer. In this lecture Ann will show a number
of her canvas designs with the original design source and will
discuss how the various interpretations evolved. She will also
cover some of the basic design principles along with simple
guidelines for handling color, balancing elements and handling
curves on canvas.
Stitch-in
ACHIEVING PERSPECTIVE IN STITCHING. Using many stitched
examples, this lecture program illustrates how to achieve the
illusion of depth in stitching—how to contrast colors, stitch sizes,
thread types and texture to help make something appear to be
close or further away. Lois shares the techniques she uses in her
own stitched thread scapes which includes a handout of stitching
techniques for achieving perspective in your own work.
David McCaskill’s Dolphin Topiary
David McCaskill’s Dolphin Topiary
Valerie is from Timeless NeedleArts Appraisals. She holds a
certified Needlework Appraiser by ANG as well as other
certifications. Do you see your needlework as an art form? Why
should you have your needlework appraised? Where do you turn
when you want to ensure your needlework, goldwork , samplers
or other forms of needlework textiles are appropriately valued?
Family Vintage Needlework -- the Idea is to provide pictures (or
in person pieces) of historical needlework from our families. For
example, Cathryn has Cluny lace done by her great grandmother,
tatting done by her great aunt, cross stitch from her grandmother
and mother, hardanger from her cousin.
Why You Need Yellow in Your Life!
Teacher/Designer with Edwardian Needle and EGA; becoming
certified by NAN. Vicki is refining a talk about working with felt
markers on canvas and ribbons.
Stitch-in and Review of Woodlawn Submissions
Holiday Party! (We hope!)
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Hopefully, all of you received Linda’s e-mail about the presentation of the “Children’s
Bookshelf” to the Bernards Township Library for display in the Children’s Room of the library
where we meet. Cathryn prepared a narrative of the history of the stitching which was affixed
to the back of the framed picture. The library is pleased to have this write-up for their archives.
Cathryn and Linda reported that the library was very excited about receiving the piece. They
have received many great, favorable comments since the picture has been hung. (And this is
without the library being fully-open.)

NJNA plans to host a reception for the library and Pam Gannick’s family when we are again able
to meet in person. Meanwhile, there has been an article in the Bernardsville News – see it after
the Show and Tell Section of this summary. Linda reported that ANG wants to do an article for
Needle Pointers magazine.
Jill reported that we now have 50 members. She issued a reminder that NJNA membership
renewal will be in January. Checks ($30) are to be sent to Jill. She has sent an e-mail to all
members in order to confirm current information and collect cell phone numbers.
Rosie reported that the current balance in our treasury is $4979.81. We have several additional
expenses yet to come in for 2020 but we expect to end the year close to budget.
Rosie presented the budget proposal for next year. The main change from previous years is the
addition of $1000 to the program budget to allow for paying speakers while we are meeting on
zoom. The budget was approved by unanimous voice vote of the members. Marge K suggested
that NJNA investigate getting “Social Engineering Insurance” to cover items resulting from
hacking. The board will discuss at its next meeting.
Carol F sent thank you cards to Sylvia and Cathryn for conducting Background Sampler II
Workshop. She also sent a get well card to Sylvia following her shoulder surgery.
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Barbara L, on behalf of the nominating committee, put forth the following slate of nominees for
elected positions for 2021:
Position
President
VP Programs
VP Membership
Treasurer
Secretary

Nominee
Linda M
Cathryn C
Jill W
Rosie L
Noelle D

The slate was unanimously approved by voice vote.
The nominating committee has also confirmed the following Committee chairs for 2021,
Position
Workshops
Sunshine
Communication
Webslte
Blog
Social Media
Meeting Summary

Committee Chair
Ellen B
Carol F
Linda P
Diane B/Jill W
Linda P
Nancy B
Rosie L

Back-up
Moira C
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

After 60 (!) items of show and tell, Cathryn and Linda presented a fun trivia quiz featuring
general trivia, name that stitch, and fun facts about ANG and NJNA members! Thanks for a
providing a festive treat for our holiday “party”. Additionally, Rosie will send out a link to a
Kahoots! trivia quiz that was prepared for NJNA! Find out what all your virtual students are
talking about!
Then, we had door prizes. Congratulations to all of our lucky winners:
Leatherette Purse
NY Yankee Key Fob
Leatherette Checkbook Cover
Case for Stitching Tools
Lantern Moon Needlecase
Floral Magnet
Leatherette Scissor Case
Mother of Pearl Magnet
Asian Notebooks – 3 sets

Marge K
Sue B
Nancy B
Tina F
Heidi K
Diane BL
Jacqui C
Linda P
Jill W
Moira C
Pat B
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The next NJNA board meeting will be held on January 17 th via Zoom.
REMINDER: Please pick up all needles/pins from the (library) floor. Even more important
now that we are stitching at home!
I hope you enjoy the Show and Tell pictures. I appreciate everyone sending me pictures that
allowed me to share my screen with the group. I would appreciate it if you would include
relevant information about each completed project.
Finally, here are all the unedited NJNA wishes that we sent to Linda for the new year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To learn more new and fun needlepoint techniques – even if I have to do it in a parking
lot!!
To see my siblings at least once this year.
That the vaccine is safe and effective for all of us.
We all go back to healthy, normal lives.
A vaccine.
To be able to stitch with my groups in person again.
Finish some of those long-neglected projects.
To return to “normal”.
Health, friendship, and shared stitching.
To be kind to each other.
A compassionate country.
That small businesses devastated by shutdowns find a way to survive.
That this country heals, both from all the effects of the pandemic as well as the divide
that so many of us view our country and what is important.
To be grateful for all the resources that we have when so many have had their resources
slip through their fingers.
To be empathetic to those who are hurting, and to stretch out a helping hand.
To come through this dark time with hope and remembrance that as a nation we can
overcome obstacles.

Is this a great group or what? Happy New Year!!
Cheers, Rosie
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Show and Tell

This month’s Show and Tell starts with these four stunning stockings that Moira stitched for her
grandchildren. In the top row are Amy’s Nutcracker stocking and Julie’s Beaded Cuff (Kurdy
Biggs) stocking. The bottom row has Sean’s Three King stocking and Emma’s Santa stocking.
There is one more for Brendan, but Moira didn’t have a picture of it! All were finished by the
Edwardian Needle.
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Cathryn continues to brighten her Aunt and Uncle’s rooms in assisted living. The Beefeater
ornament (a family inside joke) is for her Uncle – the canvas was from Point of it All. The Heartfilled Tree is by Needle Diva. All stitches were determined by Cathryn and both were finished
by the Edwardian Needle.

Diane BU has been busy making ornaments for her family. The Elf is for her Grandson, the
Penguin is for her Granddaughter, and the Rhodes Cube is for her Mom. The painted
ornaments are from Marsha Nelson on e-bay. The Rhodes Cube is a Kurdy Biggs project that
the Keystone Chapter is stitching from the ANG Chapter Project Book. All were finished by
Diane.
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Jacqui received this cute bear canvas as a
gift, so she doesn’t know who the designer is.
However, the buttons and the lace are
antiques! It was finished by the Edwardian
Needle.

Jacqui stitched this sunflower for a silk ribbon
challenge. It is stitched entirely in silk ribbon.
The sunflower is comprised of French Knots.
This was also finished by the Edwardian
Needle.

Jacqui loves teapots! This canvas came from
the Needle House in Atlanta, designer
unknown. Jacqui received three of these as a
gift. This one was finished by the Edwardian
Needle; a second is ready to be finished, and
the third is in Jacqui’s To Do stash!
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Linda P stitched this sled which she got
through a club program at Stitch Stash in
Delaware. The canvas came with a stitch
guide and threads and Linda says the
background looks like fluffy snow! She
finished this herself as a stand-up!

Brenda completed the
Golden Gala Evening Purse
designed by Michele Roberts.
She took this as a class at the
ANG 2018 Seminar in
Washington, DC. It consists
of 2 panels (a front and a
back), backed with a
beautiful fabric and exposed
ribbons. Both panels are
inserted into a clear acrylic
purse form that has golden
hinges and a long detachable
strap. Brenda will be
stepping out in style (when
we can again)!!
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These are Firecrackers designed by Toni Gerdes and stitched and finished by Brenda. She took
this class through CyberPointers. Brenda wrote a tutorial on how she finished these; you can
find it on her blog at: Brenda's Needlepoint Studio: Firecrackers -- Updated 11/23/2020.

This is an Edie and Ginger canvas that Jacqui stitched as a COVID challenge. It was intended to
be a frame weight and Jacqui had the Edwardian Needle include weight when they finished it.
She says it croaks from all the metal inside! Jacqui calls her “Frieda”!
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Michelle H stitched this Necklace canvas from The Meredith collection to place in this leather
jewelry box. I love how the gem stone matches the leather! I bet this is a gift, but Michelle
didn’t say!

Janet P was shopping at Rittenhouse Needlepoint when she spied these three mini-vegetable
canvasses from Jennifer Riefenberg. After stitching, Janet had them framed as one by Rob at
the Framed Image.
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Michelle stitched this Jazz Singer canvas by DJ designs using a stitch guide from Laura Taylor.
Don’t you love the lipstick and the nail polish?? So fun! Michele had her framing done by
the Artist Framer in Cranford.

Barbara L submitted CrayCray Bird by Juli Poitras of JP Needlepoint to a Studio Time class with
Tony Minieri. The Edwardian Needle finished it onto a jean jacket for Barbara. Isn’t it
wonderful? We have a lot of unique finishing ideas this month!
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Linda P stitched this Cooper Oaks Canvas all in basketweave – which we now know would make
it eligible to win the Princess Grace Award at seminar! Pam at the Edwardian Needle finished it
onto the pocket of the tote bag! So fun!

Sylvia brings us a unique Wine Stopper from
Pointe2Point needlepoint. She bought this
from Wool and the Floss shop in Michigan.
It is a 1-inch square needlepoint that Sylvia
could self-finish into the wine stopper.
Sylvia says it was quick and easy for a
perfect gift.
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Michelle H has this Outer Banks travel
round by Kristine Kingston to remember a
visit to the Outer Banks. The finishing was
done by Beyond Knits and Needles.

I love this change purse that Michelle H used
to finish her MetroCard canvas by Bad Bitch
Needlepoint. It was finished by Beyond Knits
and Needles. So cute!

Wow – this is really unique. Michelle
stitched this personalized watch strap
canvas that she got from Point2Pointe
Needlepoint.
Beyond Knits and Needles finished it into
the watch hardware. I’m guessing this is a
gift since the initials aren’t Michelle’s!!
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Earlier this year, Cathryn taught the Crystal Waters scissor sheath and scissor fob from Carolyn
Mitchell. Diane BU stitched and finished this project using threads from her stash. She plans to
give them to her Mom. Diane enjoyed seeing how different color combinations worked.

Sylvia had her “Shores of Hawk Run Hollow” sampler framed at the Evelyn Dunn Gallery in
Westfield. What a beautiful piece. More information on the sampler can be found in the
October 2020 Meeting Summary.
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Ellen S has now framed her wine-themed “Holiday Patches” by Susan Kerndt. Her framing was
done locally in Monmouth County. More information can be found in the August 2020 NJNA
Meeting Summary.

Ellen S stitched this Red Cardinal painted canvas using darning stitches. This technique allows
the painting of the canvas to show through. She had it framed locally in Monmouth County,
but we all want to know who did it because we love the shape of the mat opening.
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Janice M just had these three items finished by Needleworkers Delight (ND) and is delighted by
how they turned out. The first item is a Sue Hillis design that was taught at ND last year; it was
supposed to be finished on a large spool, but Janice is looking for hardware to make it into a
bell pull. The second piece is Passionate Pineapple, an EGA Online Studio class that Janice
stitched on canvas with an overdyed perle. (The class was to have been white-on-white linen.)
Last is Welcome Home, a design that Janice purchased and kitted through ND.

Both Brenda and Sue C stitched My Vintage Heart designed by Nancy Cucci. This was a course
with CyberPointers earlier in 2020. Note that all of the beads and crystals are vintage from
Nancy’s large stash of beads! Beautiful!
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Heidi just finished stitching these two ornaments from Barefoot Design which were painted by
our own Cindy Helmers! The Elf is for her Grandson Gideon who is 3. The Moose is for Declan,
aged 7. Heidi will block and finish these herself before giving them away! We love the thread
Heidi used for the background of Elf!

Linda P took this class from Vicki W at the Edwardian Needle. After stitching the first one, Linda
stitched three more using threads and beads from her stash. These are currently at the
Edwardian Needle for finishing into ornaments. Linda says this was a quick, fun stitch that is
good for gifts! Isn’t it interesting how the choice of threads makes for very different effects?
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Linda M completed stitching Not a Creature
Was Stirring by Joni Stevenson. She initially
signed up to do this with Cyberpointers, but
never stitched it. She got a second chance
when the Central Jersey chapter decided to
do it! Linda modified the piece by
eliminating three lines of pink Flair that were
supposed to represent the Northern Lights!
Doesn’t the polar bear look all snuggly?

Jacqui picked up “Miss Minifred” from
the discard table at the Stitchers
Hideaway Retreat last February. What a
find! Wonderful choice of stitches and
embellishments! Jacqui is trying to
decide whether to have her made into a
pillow or to frame her. What do you
think?
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Unlike many of you, Rosie developed a
fondness for Kimonos after several years
of travelling to Japan on business. She
saw Toni Gerdes’s Golden Kimono offered
by the Shining Needle Society and decided
that she “needed” to do it. Toni called for
each student to design their own “chop”
which is a unique personal stamp that is
used to sign drawings, reports, etc. In
Japan the chop is always red, so Rosie
created her own and stayed true to the
tradition by making it red!

Linda M stitched Linda Reinmiller’s
Interchange as one of her ANG virtual
seminar pieces. This design features pulled
work on canvas. As was true for many of us,
we were able to take classes that otherwise
would have had schedule conflicts. This was
one advantage of the virtual format!
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Diane BU is the program person for the Keystone Chapter of ANG and she stitched “Tequilla
Sunrise” by Kurdy Biggs as a sample program piece. The design can be found in the
July/August/September 2019 Issue of Needle Pointers. She found that the sloped Jessica
stitches using Fyre Werks were challenging! She also notes that the matting makes a big
difference on this piece.

Both Linda M and Janice M took the Posies workshop with the San Diego Chapter of ANG. This
workshop was taught by Margaret Bendig with about three sessions on Zoom spaced a few
weeks apart. Isn’t it interesting to see how the colors affected the design? This is what I love
about having different colorways of the same design.
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Here we have six finishes of the NJNA chapter program on Margaret Bendig’s Seasonal Kimono
Series, including one squared off version.
Top Row: Robin’s Summer Kimono, Ellen S’s Spring Kimono, and Linda M’s Winter Kimono
Lower Row: Linda M’s Spring, Summer, and Autumn Kimonos, respectively.

And, here are three finishes from NJNA Workshop where Cathryn taught us David McCaskill’s
Background Samper II. From left to right: Linda M’s BSII in Pewter, Barbara W’s BSII in Blue,
and Rosie’s BSII in Sage Green.
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Lastly, here are seven finishes from the 2020 SOTM group!
Top: Brenda, Sue C, Ellen S
Middle: Tina F
Bottom: Janice M, Linda M, Rosie
ANG 2020 SOTM by Kathy Rees
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From the Bernardsville News website

Dec 11,2020

Stitchers present gift to
Bernarrds Township Library
BERNARDS TWP. - In 2017, the New Jersey Needle Artists Guild (NJNA) chapter of the
American Needlepoint Guild entertained ideas for a community service project.
The guild, which meets the third Wednesday of each month at the Bernards Township
Library in Basking Ridge, agreed to stitch the Alice Peterson Children s Bookshelf canvas for
the children s room at the library.
Corresponding with the inception of the project, Pam Granick, a founding member of NJNA,
passed away. As items from her “stash” were donated to the guild, the funds generated
from the sale of her family s donation were used toward the cost of the local project. It was
decided by the membership that the donation to the library would be in her name.
As the organization of materials progressed, the guild solicited members interest on the
project. Members were asked to identify which book, background or borders, they would like
to stitch.
The program chair provided a chart indicating which area would be stitched by whom. To
keep things on track over the months, a "Stitchers List'' was provided to members in
October 2018 and work commenced.
The intention was that transfers would be made at the group's monthly meetings. This
provided an opportunity for members and library staff to see the progress on the project.
While that was the objective, due to the pandemic, at times the transfers were made at a
Starbuck s or in a parking lot to keep it moving.
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So that materials weren t lost along the way, only the threads and stitch guide for that
month were provided to the stitcher. Occasionally, individuals ran out of materials and
purchased the additional threads on their own.
The objective was to complete all of the stitching by this January, followed by the beading
and any needed touch ups. All of the work on the canvas, including the beading, was
completed by February.
Discussions were under way with Rob Bottge at The Framed Image in Pompton Plains
regarding options for framing the piece and wording of the plaque. It was decided that the
plaque would read: “Stitched by New Jersey Needle Artists in memory of Pam Granick
2020.”
Due to the pandemic and the required closure of the framing shop, the group could not
deliver the canvas to the framer until July. There were also delays for him to obtain the
materials needed.
The framing was finally completed in September. Bottge did the work at cost. While the
group waited for an appropriate time to present the gift to the library, Bottge kept it on
display at his shop for fellow stitchers and the public to view.
The gift was finally presented on Thursday, Dec. 3, in the Children's Room of the Bernards
Township.
The stitchers participating in the work were: Mally Becker, Sylvia Biglin, Nancy Brighton,
Andrea Brisgel, Diane Burgess, Sue Chadwick, Cathryn Curia, Noelle Drollas, Heidi Kelleher,
Marge Kelly, Dee Lande, Barbara Levy, Rosie Lunde, Margaret Manning, Robin Marrion,
Linda Mosch, Janet Perantoni, Sue Rossi and Jill Williams.
For more information on the New Jersey Needle Artists Guild,
visit https://njneedleartists.org/.
The Bernards Township Library is located at 32 South Maple Ave., Basking Ridge. Call (908)
204-3031 for more information.

