New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
June 17, 2020 Meeting
Hi Everyone –
Linda welcomed 22 members to our June monthly meeting via Zoom! It was great to see so
many of our distant members. It is uncertain when the library will reopen for meetings, so
NJNA expects the July meeting to also be on Zoom.
The NJNA SOTM group met in June via two Zoom calls. Linda convened the first at 11:00 AM
where we caught up on how everyone was doing and got ready to settle into stitching.
Everyone shared their progress on a second zoom meeting at 3:00. Linda is documenting all of
our progress on the NJNA Blog and will post the link on Facebook!
We expect to repeat this SOTM process in June! All NJNA members are welcome to join the
SOTM group as long as they are stitching a current or past project. Contact Linda M for more
info and to get on the e-mail list. Another great opportunity to stitch with friends!
Woodlawn mansion is getting set to reopen. Linda will let us know when there is news about
the exhibit.
The New Jersey Needle Festival that is coordinated by Needleworker’s Delight has been moved
to August 16. NJNA has two tables reserved. No status update.
ANG is offering a virtual seminar experience. Registration is now under way at the ANG
website. The class offerings are from the cancelled Tucson seminar! Non-ANG members can
also register at a slight premium. It’s a great way to stitch with friends!
ANG is also offering small mini-designs called Holed-Up Minis or HUMs. These can be found on
the home page of the website and are free to both members and non-members. Great stash
busters when those big projects just aren’t calling to you!
The Stitch Fest in Voorhees, NJ scheduled for October 23 through October 25 has been
cancelled. Deposits have been refunded. We will work with Central Jersey chapter to
reschedule this when the coast is clear!
If anyone knows of someone in need of some sunshine please let Carol F or Linda M know.
The NJNA blog has been a great way to share our stitching adventures during the time of
quarantine. If you would like to participate by writing blog posts, please contact Diane B or
Rosie L to be added as an author and get started!!
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Jill did not have any news on membership. Everyone from 2019 has paid their 2020 dues!
Rosie reported that the current balance in our treasury is $7134.81; this includes money
collected but not disbursed for the Kimono project, BSII Workshop and Woodlawn gas. We
appear to be on target with our budget.
Rob at the Framed Image has announced that he plans to reopen and recommends calling for
an appointment. Cathryn will coordinate with him and with Noelle to get the bookshelf canvas
framed for the library.
Cathryn has delivered the hearts to Rosie. Anyone else who has a heart ready can mail it to
Rosie, 34 Gunther Street, Mendham, NJ 07945. Rosie will make a photo collage for our website
and potential publication in the local newspaper! Once photographed, Rosie will ship them to
the group that is finishing them for hospice. Stay tuned to receive the photo collage separately
from the meeting summary.
Sylvia has finalized plans for a Background Sampler II workshop and ordered the kits. The
workshop will be held at Needleworker’s Delight on September 12, 13, and November 15.
Cathryn will be leading the workshop which will run from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Some pre-work
is required.

Background Sampler II
Sylvia is pleased to announce that Labours of Love will teach a Paint Your Own Canvas
workshop for NJNA at the Edwardian Needle on April 25, 2021. More info to follow.
Cathryn told us about this year’s program plans which have undergone adjustment. It is not
clear when the library will be available for meeting again.
The next stitching program will begin in September and October with Margaret Bendig’s
Kimonos. There are four kimonos representing the four seasons and Cathryn will provide notes
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on all four of them. Please note that these designs were published throughout 2008 in
Needlepoint NOW! Cathryn has received the order from Margaret and after ordering canvas,
she will distribute the charts to the participants.

Winter

Spring

Summer

Autumn

As a special program next month, we will share out favorite needlepoint books with each other.
We decided that everyone should e-mail a picture of the cover to Rosie to aid in sharing and
discussion during the July zoom meeting. Everyone loves Stitches to Go, so please choose a
different book!
In August, we are considering sharing our favorite needlepoint project of all time!
HELPFUL HINT from Marge K: When using Silk Lame Braid on 18-count canvas, carefully remove
one of the silk strands from the bundle. It turns out that that strand is extra to aid in balancing
the manufacturing equipment!
Needleworkers Delight will open on June 18 for walk-ins. Tuesdays will be reserved for
shopping by appointment only. The Edwardian Needle is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM by appointment.
Marge K announced that the EGA will host a regional stitch-in on June 28 th at 7:00 PM. Alison
Cole will be the guest speaker. If you are not a member of EGA, contact Marge for details.
REMINDER: Please pick up all needles/pins from the (library) floor. Even more important
now that we are stitching at home!
I hope you enjoy the Show and Tell pictures. I appreciate everyone sending me pictures that
allowed me to share my screen with the group. I think it worked really well and everyone got
to see (and hear about) these in more detail. So please continue to send me your show and tell
items during this time of quarantine. I would appreciate it if you could include relevant
information about each completed project. Relevant information includes: piece name,
designer, where finished, stitch help or stitch guide info, other fun stuff – like who it’s for, why,
etc.
Cheers, Rosie
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Show and Tell

Marge K sent her “Hooray for the Red, White, and Blue” to M’s Canvashouse for finishing into a
stand-up. Marge told Meredith to “make it look festive”. I think she succeeded. This is front
and back of the same stand-up. Who would guess? Just wonderful!

Janice M had her “Hooray for the Red, White, and Blue” finished as a door hanger by Pam at
the Edwardian Needle. Two different approaches for this popular NJNA project!
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Ellen B stitched (and beaded) Nancy Cucci’s “Patriotic Banner” in a horizontal format. Pam at
the Edwardian Needle finished it into a stand-up. (Cathryn suggested checking out the San
Diego Guild or Seminar Merchandise Nights if you are interested in purchasing a Nancy Cucci
design.)

Jacqui C completed this adorable patriotic bunny! No details on the designer, but he sure is
cute!
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Linda M and Steve are celebrating their 40th anniversary this month. This is “Our Anniversary
Sampler” which Linda bought for their 25 th or 30th, but finally finished for their 40th! The red
thread (fitting for the “ruby” anniversary!) is Vick Clayton hand-dyed floss. Of course, there
wasn’t enough and Linda had to make a substitution. I can’t tell where, can you?
CONGRATULATIONS!!!
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Jacqui C found this fun piece at a stash sale. She believes it is an early Melissa Shirley design
because it has “msd” on the bottom left of the canvas. She was almost done when she ran out
of turquoise thread – so she is waiting until she comes to NJ to get the remaining thread. Jacqui
plans to put it in a tray for the summer drinks!

Marge K stitched this darling fish canvas from Eye Candy. I wasn’t sure whether the painted
part was square or in the shape of the purse flap. Marge found the cute summer purse and M’s
Canvas House finished it onto the purse – they even found the cute starfish button for the
closure. The background is a darning pattern, sequins with beads, and glued-on crystals!
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Marge K heard someone suggest to someone else that they could have their small canvas
stitched onto a jean jacket. Well – so then Marge just had to do it for herself! The canvas is by
Eye Candy and is stitched in silk lame braid. The canvas was attached to the jacket by Pam at
the Edwardian Needle.

Marge K stitched up this Penny Macleod canvas to feature on a large summer tote. She was
advised to get a plain tan tote, but Marge thought it was too blah. So she found this bright,
striped tote and it looks terrific. (So she is searching for a canvas for the tan bag!) She used her
leftover beads from Autumn Kaleidoscope and Pam at the Edwardian Needle attached the
canvas to the bag!
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Heidi K and Sharon B both were able to complete “Stacked Rectangles” the workshop that
several members of NJNA are piloting for Susan Hoekstra, an NJNA past-president! Last month
we saw two of these done in the original colorway – these two are in the alternative colorway.
The color difference is only from the photography. Linda noted that Sharon used the wrong
thread in one area and Susan will now include that as an option! Great stitching!

Tina F completed “Metal Forms” by Jeff Kulick. This piece was featured and presented over five
issues of Needlepointers magazine, starting in March 2017. Tina is charged with teaching this
to her Chicago group, so she decided she needed to stitch it first! She chose red threads and
said it was hard to get all of the thread types in matching reds! She made a few changes to
adjust the amount of special voids. When framed, it will hang on her “red” wall!
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Jacqui C started this Elsa Williams “Floral
Bellpull” many years ago. She decided that
the quarantine gave her the perfect chance
to get it finished. It is not needlepoint –
seems like crewel. Date unknown. Thanks
for sharing this stunning work of art with
NJNA!!

Jacqui C also stitched this Gay Ann Rogers “Townhouse Needle Case”. Now she needs to cut
out all of the bits and attach them together. Jacqui says she is pondering taking it to the
finisher instead!! I get that!
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Rosie finished “Lady with Mandela II” by Brenda Stofft which was one of her courses at the
Houston ANG national seminar. The stitch guide was by Cynthia Thomas. So many beads – and
some had to be glued on! Rosie thanks Janice M for her help in doing Lady’s make-up. The
dark burgundy lipstick and cheek blush were just not doing it for her!

Ellen B stitched “Chicago Patch” by Tony Minieri twice! The left is from a class taught at the
Long Island chapter of ANG many years ago and the right one was stitched when Pat taught the
piece at the Edwardian Needle late last year. The purple one was framed by Rob at the Framed
Image.
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Ellen B stitched sixteen (and counting) of the “Crystal Waters” scissor fob by Carolyn Mitchell.
This was part of the NJNA April monthly program. Ellen plans to have these finished into
individual ornaments for gift giving – ten are done. Finishing was by Pam at the Edwardian
Needle.
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Carol K-B stitched Yellowstone Park, a Kirk
and Bradley travel round. As an ANG Area
Representative, she was asked to stitch
this to sell in the ANG auction that will be
held on-line in August. Stay tuned!

Carol K-B found this very cute boot ornament at
Chandail Needlepoint when she attended the
ANG Seminar in Houston. She believes that this
is 1 of 4 exclusive Chandail boot ornaments. Jill
also bought one to stitch!

As a Penn State alumnus, Carol K-P just
had to stitch this Kathy Schenkel ministocking! The plush item in the bag is the
Nittany Lion!
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Cathryn’s cousin had intended to stitch this Kathy Schenkel travel round of Barbados for her
niece. When that didn’t happen, Cathryn volunteered to complete the ornament. Cathryn
personalized the hair color to match that of the niece!

Jacqui C loves teapots, so a friend bought her this canvas as a gift. Jacqui says she had fun with
the fish. Pam at the Edwardian Needle helped with thread and bead suggestions. The beads are
in the teapot itself and the spout! Jacqui says it was fun to do, but there are no markings for
the designer. I especially love the eye which appears to be a layered with stitching, a sequin,
and a bead! It looks so fishy!
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Sylvia B stitched the Cancer Zodiac Sign from Satsuma Street for her Mom’s birthday in July.
This is a counted cross-stitch design. I have a Satsuma Street design that I plan to convert to
needlepoint! Don’t you just love how happy this design makes you feel?

Sylvia also completed stitching “Cabanas” from Plum Stitchery’s Summer Series. She will have it
finished as an ornament for herself! Wish I were there!
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Janice M created this special champagne ornament to feature her hairdresser’s favorite brand
of champagne. Janice says this one was much cheaper than an actual bottle! (Plus it will last
longer!) What a fun and thoughtful gift!

Jacqui C also stitched this Gayle Bicknell design for a needle case. The design is from around
1991! Jacqui says she like to preserve things in her stash -- LOL! I resemble that remarkT
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Christmas!

Ellen B had this SJ Design counted cross stitch tree called “Christmas Remembered” finished as
a stand-up by Pam at the Edwardian Needle.

Brenda C completed this counted piece called “Christmas in the Heartland” by
Cindy Valentine. This was a 2012 ANG Workshop by Mail that Brenda just started stitching in
May of 2020. This piece incorporated lots of Hardanger and was stitched on 25 count Laguna
linen.
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Dee L was pleased to finish stitching the second of three sections of Deborah Forney’s “Ho Ho
Ho Santa”. Now it is on to the side with Santa’s face! Dee took this as a class at the Myrtle
Beach Seminar! It finishes into a triangular tree!

Sue C won this Laura Perin design in an opportunity basket at the Williamsburg retreat! The
design had five panels, but Sue only used her three favorites! So many packages!!
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