
 

 

New Jersey Needle Artists 
American Needlepoint Guild 

July 15, 2020 Meeting 
 
 

Hi Everyone – 
 
Linda welcomed 25 members to our July monthly meeting via Zoom!  It was great to see so 
many of our distant members and a special guest, Janice McHenry, Eastern Area Representative 
for ANG. 
 
It is uncertain when the library will reopen for community meetings, so NJNA expects the 
August meeting to also be on Zoom. 
 
The New Jersey Needle Festival has now been moved November 1, 2020.  NJNA has two tables 
reserved.  NJNA will continue to be in touch with Needleworker’s Delight and will follow their 
lead on refunds, if necessary. 
 
The Woodlawn needlepoint exhibit has reopened through August 2.  NJNA has 30 pieces in the 
exhibit and encourages our members to support this annual endeavor.  You can do this trip by 
car in a long day or one overnight.  It is near Mount Vernon and it is possible to avoid DC 
entirely.  Diane B has an appointment to pick up our pieces for return to NJ on August 6. 
 
NJNA turned 30 years old in November 2019.  The board is hoping to plan a special celebration 
in honor of this milestone! 
 
NJNA’s by-laws are due for an update!  Linda M has asked for volunteers from our membership.  
If you are interested, please let Linda know. 
 
If anyone knows of someone in need of some sunshine please let Carol F or Linda M know. 
 
The NJNA blog has been a great way to share our stitching adventures during the time of 
quarantine.  If you would like to participate by writing blog posts, please contact Diane B or 
Rosie L to be added as an author and get started!! 
 
Jill did not have any news on membership.  Everyone from 2019 has paid their 2020 dues! 
 
Rosie reported that the current balance in our treasury is $6265.65.  We appear to be on target 
with our budget. 
 
We had planned to hold an auction for projects in Tina F’s stash in March and then in May.  
Rather than continue to store these canvasses, the board decided to send the entire stash to a 
destashing site: www.needlepointdestashing.com.  Cathryn has used this site for her own stash 
and has been happy with the results.  Proceeds from any sales will come to NJNA. 
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Cathryn announced that the Children’s Bookshelf has been delivered to Rob at the Framed 
Image for framing.  There will be a small plaque at the bottom that states “Stitched by New 
Jersey Needle Artists in memory of Pam Granick -- 2020”.  Given the current situation, the 
board decided that the project would be presented to the library when it was done, but that 
NJNA would not hold a reception as originally planned. 
 
Hopefully you all received the photo collage of all of our Hearts for Hospice.  All the beautiful 
designs are so impressive.  After photographing, Rosie sent them on to Sue Hart, the 
coordinator for Hearts for Hospice in Kansas City.  Cathryn received this thank you e-mail – so 
much happiness!  Thanks to all of our members and friends who participated in this wonderful 
project! 
 

Date: July 15, 2020 at 10:45:58 AM EDT 
To: Cathryn Curia <ccuria48@aol.com> 
 
THE BOX ARRIVED 
 
Beautiful hearts - and the "support" page you included is so nicely done and so appreciated. 
 
NJNA stands for ?????  New Jersey Needle Artists?  I'd like to know the name of the group. 
 
And, what prompted the group to participate?   
 
THANK YOU and all the participants.  It appears that many of them enjoyed playing with designing - 
bargello is a big hit with stitchers.  I also love the color combinations - how fun to see the Nobuko Heart 
designed by Sue Dulle presented in so many colorways.  And some patterns I recognize from being 
published in the ANG magazine and Needlepoint Now.  We do draw our inspirations from many sources. 
 
Now to find colors and twist cords - that's the "service" my grandson provides to the project.  Jon (who is 
now 13) helps us out by "twisting the night away".....  It's good to instill a volunteer spirit in our children. 
 
Again, thank you so much.  These hearts will bring comfort to so many. 
 
Stay safe, healthy and keep stitching - 
 
Sue 
 
Sue Hart, co-chair 
Hearts for Hospice 

 
Sylvia has finalized plans for a Background Sampler II workshop and is in the process of 
distributing the kits.  The workshop will be held at Needleworker’s Delight on September 12, 
13, and November 15.  Cathryn will be leading the workshop which will run from 9:00 AM to 
5:00 PM.  Some pre-work is required.  The board will work with Needleworker’s Delight and, if 
necessary, we will find a way to present this workshop in a virtual environment. 
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Background Sampler II 

 
In conjunction with this workshop, Cathryn is working to arrange a David McCaskill house tour 
and design secrets!  All NJNA members can attend – stay tune for details on date and time. 
 
Sylvia is pleased to announce that Labours of Love will teach a Paint Your Own Canvas 
workshop for NJNA at the Edwardian Needle on April 25, 2021.  More info to follow. 
 
In August, NJNA normally brings in our Woodlawn pieces to show off prizes and to share 
critiques.  We have decided to try to do that virtually next month.  Rosie will create a special 
Woodlawn directory to share on her screen.  For everyone who sent pieces to Woodlawn, Rosie 
would appreciate it if you could send her a picture OR let me know which month you shared 
your project with NJNA for show and tell. 
 
The next stitching program will begin in September and October with Margaret Bendig’s 
Kimonos.  There are four kimonos representing the four seasons and Cathryn will provide notes 
on all four of them.  Please note that these designs were published throughout 2008 in 
Needlepoint NOW!  Cathryn is in the process of distributing the charts and canvas to the 
participants.  Cathryn asked us to complete the outline of the kimono before the September 
meeting. 
 

Winter Spring Summer Autumn 
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For tonight’s program, we invited everyone to share their favorite needlepoint books with each 
other.  So here’s the list! 
 

NJNA Stitch Book Recommendations 
 

All:  Stitches to Go by Suzanne Howren and Beth Robertson 
Ellen B: Needlepointing in Your Nest by Carolyn Hedge Baird 
Ellen B: Teeny Tiny Needlepoint Stitches by Carolyn Hedge Baird 
Heidi K: The Encyclopedia of Canvas Embroidery Stitch Patterns by Katharine Ireys 
Cathryn C: The Thread Thesaurus by Ann Caswell, Suzanne Howren and Beth Robertson 
Dee L:  The Needlepoint Book by Jo Ippolito Christensen 
Dee L:  Father B's Books of Stitches by Rev. Robert E. Blackburn, Jr. 
Linda M: Stitch Landscape by Stacey Tombros 
Linda M: Stitch Ins & Outs by Stacey Tombros 
Linda M: Stitch Winter by Stacey Tombros 
Jill W:  Mary’s Whimsical Stitches by Mary Legallet 
Jill W:  Grab-n-Go Stitches by the Lone Star Chapter ANG 
Sue C:  Needlepoint Borders by June McKnight 
Barbara L: Stitches Volumes 1-5 by Ruth Schmuff and Kathy Holicky 
Brenda C: App for Stitches Volumes 1-5 by Ruth Schmuff and Kathy Holicky 
Rosie L: Threads: A Needle Necessity by Jane Evans and Liv Weiss 
Rosie L: Home Sweet Home by Laurianne Lopez 
 
Janice McHenry shared two needlework virtual tours for our viewing pleasure: 

 Since we can’t travel to visit the textile collection at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, 
they bring it to us!  https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/masterpieces-of-english-
medieval-embroidery/xwJitTQfrK12LQ?hl=en 

 The Textile Museum in Washington, DC posted some guidelines on caring for textiles.  Scroll to 
the bottom om their web page for the short videos.  https://museum.gwu.edu/stay-
connected#Textile%20Care 

REMINDER:  Please pick up all needles/pins from the (library) floor.  Even more important 
now that we are stitching at home! 
 
I hope you enjoy the Show and Tell pictures.  I appreciate everyone sending me pictures that 
allowed me to share my screen with the group.  I think it worked really well and everyone got 
to see (and hear about) these in more detail.  So please continue to send me your show and tell 
items during this time of quarantine.  I would appreciate it if you could include relevant 
information about each completed project.  Relevant information includes:  piece name, 
designer, where finished, stitch help or stitch guide info, other fun stuff – like who it’s for, why, 
etc. 
 
Cheers, Rosie 
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Show and Tell 
 

 
Sharon Brown showed us “The Wave” by Joni Stevenson in April.  Her son, Michael, asked for 
this piece, so Sharon took him to Rob at the Framed Image to pick out the framing.  Her son 

now has it displayed in his home! 
 

 
Cynthia S stitched this palm tree for a close friend who bought a winter home in Florida.  

Cynthia chose the canvas after she saw pictures of her friend’s sofa with a palm tree next to it.  
Pam at Edwardian Needle helped with stitch selection; Rob at Framed Image did the framing. 
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Linda P stitched “DIET (Did I Eat That?)” by Julie Mar at Unique NZ Designs.  It's on 18-count 

canvas and the entire background is encroaching Gobelin with Pepper Pot thread.  She got this 
for her husband when he was trying to lose weight.  She says it looks great in their new kitchen. 

 
 

 
Janice M stitched this for her sister.  The center design was adapted from a cross stitch chart.  
Janice picked the colors and stitches herself.  It was finished by Pam at the Edwardian needle 

and Janice loves the result.  I bet her sister will too! 
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Linda P stitched "Hot Cocoa Cups" by Melissa Shirley/Debbie Mumm.  She says this was her 
second Tony Minieri class, possibly 2017.  She flippantly suggested to him that the bottom 
border needed to be beaded and – Voila – a pile of beads appeared in front of Linda!  Toni 

ended up making that a change to his stitch guide for this canvas! 
 
 

 
Brenda C showed us “Christmas in the Heartland“ by Cindy Valentine at June’s meeting.  She 
has since had it framed at Michaels Arts and Crafts.  She said that Michaels was on a learning 
curve about dealing with linen.  Brenda eventually took it home and ironed it!  The result is 

lovely with the mat complimenting the tree trunk! 
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Sue B stitched this two-way night and day Zecca floral canvas.  Pam and Vicki at Edwardian 

Needle helped with Stitch selection.  Edwardian Needle finished this as a stand-up so that it can 
be turned upside down in case Sue wants to change which half is on top! 

 

 
Linda P stitched this canvas that says "Stitch" in 3 different fonts.  She used numerous different 
stitches all with stash threads.  The tissue box is a Lee leather item.  What a great accessory for 

a stitching room! 
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Linda P stitched this adorable tea canvas for a friend in North Carolina who drinks tea!  The 

canvas and box came from Beyond Knits and Needles.  Linda found the plastic inserts that will 
help to prevent tea dust at the Container Store!  What a thoughtful, personal gift! 

 
 

 
This Jewelry box houses a small bargello piece on 18-count canvas that was stitched by Linda P 

using threads from her stash.  The box top is magnetic with 2 magnets that hold the top in 
place.  The stitching is held in place with what looks like a giant 45 record rpm adapter or a 

triskelion or triskele.  (I love this trivia, thanks, Linda P!)  You can either swivel the top or take it 
off.  Linda isn’t sure where the box came from! 
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Sylvia found this “Clearwater Beach” Travel 
Round at Flying Needles in Florida.  It was 

painted on 13-count canvas.  It was finished 
by Pam at the Edwardian Needle. 

Sylvia also stitched this Burnett and Bradley 
“Chicago” Travel Round.  Note the pearls on 
the cording – feels like snow!  This was also 

finished at the Edwardian Needle. 

 

 

Last, but not least, Sylvia completed this Kirk 
and Bradley “Ireland” Travel Round which 
she found at Needlepoint.com.  Don’t you 
love the foam on the beer?  This was also 
finished by Pam at the Edwardian Needle. 

 
Sylvia is keeping all three of these!! 
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Sue B stitched “Amen Corner” a spot on the Masters Course in Augusta, GA.  It sure is a lovely 

spot.  The ornament was finished by Pam at the Edwardian Needle. 
 
 

 
Barbara L stitched "Baby Sleeping" by the Meredith Collection.  The stitch suggestions were by 
the staff at M's Canvashouse.  Shh!  It's a surprise for the Mom (Barbara’s daughter) of a new 

baby due in mid-November.  It is currently out for finishing as a door hanger (or wall hanging) at 
the Edwardian Needle. 
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Over the past few months, we 
have been watching Barbara L’s 
progress on "Universal Beauty" by 
Alice Peterson.  It is now done!  
She used stitch suggestions by 
Tony Minieri from a studio time 
class (so not available on his 
website).  You have to love those 
earrings!  The piece is currently 
out for framing – I can’t wait to 
see how she turns out. 

 

 
 

 
Diane BU exclaims that she FINALLY finished Background Sampler I -- just in time to start 
Background Samper II!  She chose to do both in the Pewter colorway with no changes. 
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Janice M has finished the 2020 Mystery with 
Kathy Rees, also called “Banded by 
Bargello”.  This was offered through the 
Shining Needle Society.  She received the 
lessons monthly, beginning in March.  This 
colorway is Kathy's Rainforest which goes 
perfectly with Janice’s sister’s décor.  Janice 
will frame this as a gift for that sister! 

 

Sharon B finished stitching “Serenity” by Kathy 
Rees, a class that Sharon took through the 

Shining Needle Society.  Sharon says that she 
has ”Tranquility” and “Harmony” still in her 

stash! 
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Janice M finished “Candles Bright” by May 
Knapp, which was an ANG Cyber Workshop 
from earlier this year.  Janice didn't like the 

way the pine bough was stitched so she totally 
changed the stitches and added red pebble 

beads to create berries on the bough.  Janice 
also omitted the "halo" around the burning 

flames.  She plans to have this finished into a 
stand-up. 

 

Jill W has been working on “Klimt Kimono” 
by Toni Gerdes and she finally finished it 

this month!  This is one of Toni’s four 
kimonos that were artist-inspired.  Jill 

stitched this through ANG CyberPointers 
chapter during May 2020.  A beautiful 

quarantine finish! 
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Brenda C completed “Mulberry (aka Blueberry) & Lime” designed by Jeanne Polzin and 

published in NeedlePointers Magazine, 2012, Vol 3.  The article featured Jean Hilton stitches.  
Brenda decided she liked Blueberry better than Mulberry.  Me too! 

 
 

 
Dee L came across a number of ALMOST finished pieces while she was cleaning out her cellar.  
This is “Blue Sapphire” by Ruth Dilts from 2001.  It was designed to be folded into a Christmas 

ornament, but Dee plans to have it finished un-folded!  Someone asked about the background:  
Dee says it is a laid diagonal with couching. 


