New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
February 19, 2020 Meeting

Hi, Everyone –
Linda Mosch welcomed sixteen NJNA members to this month’s meeting.
SOTM: Linda M. reported that the Stitch of the Month group has completed the first two
portions of the 2020 ANG SOTM project, an eight-point star by Kathy Rees. If it’s a project that
still interests you, come join us! The SOTM group meets the second Saturday of the month, and
there’s still plenty of time to catch up. The 8x8 inch design is small enough that participants can
complete each month’s section in a single afternoon. Instructions can be found on ANG’s
website under “Distance Learning.”
Susan Hoekstra Pilot Class: NJNA members will pilot a two-day course called “Stacked
Rectangles” by Susan Hoekstra. Susan will be teaching it at the ANG National Seminar in
Tucson later this year. The class will be held at Linda M’s house in on June 27 and 28, and a
few spots are still available for anyone still interested in participating. The teacher’s fee is
waived for pilot classes, so the expected cost is $95 for the kit and a maximum of $30 (actual
TBD on class size) toward Susan’s transportation from Maine. Please let Linda know if you are
interested.

Woodlawn Update: The annual Woodlawn Needlework Show & Sale, which opens on March 1,
will again feature a wide array of beautiful projects by NJNA members. This year, we sent 27
pieces to be displayed at the show, including eight or 10 versions of our 2018 SOTM project,
Autumn Kaleidoscope. Linda M. said that, this year, the volunteers will try to display our
Autumn Kaleidoscopes together. Woodlawn will be open to the public every day (except
Tuesdays) through March 31. Tickets for admission, lectures and demonstrations can be
purchased online or at the door.

Debbie Rawley class in Westchester: The Westchester Needle Artists will sponsor Debbie
Rawley on April 18. Information about her Amadeus class is available here:
https://www.needlepoint.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1340741.
A Hot Ticket: Online registration for ANG’s 2020 annual conference begins on March 2 at Noon
eastern time. The conference will take place in Tucson, Arizona from August 6 – 10, and it’s a
good idea to register early, since classes fill on a first-come-first-served basis.
Lois Kershner preretirement sale: Barbara Levy let us know that needlepoint designer Lois
Kershner will be retiring soon and is offering some of her photo transfer (and other) canvases
and stitch guides as part of a preretirement offering. More information is available here:
http://www.loiskershner.com/home
NJNA in the News: We’ve heard that NJNA’s 2019 display at the Morris County Library will be
featured in the next (March-April )issue of Needle Pointers, ANG’s national magazine. The
article we submitted was titled “Stitching with Friends.” We were able to get releases from
six of the nine designers of the pictures that we want to include!
Kudos to Rose Lunde for all her work in shepherding the article through the magazine’s
review/approval process.
Programs: Cathryn Curia caught us up on NJNA programming news.
At our February meeting, NJNA continued stitching its philanthropic project, Hearts for Hospice.
Cathryn C. displayed about 35-40 of our fabulous stitched “hearts for hospice” at the meeting.
More pictures are available on NJNA’s Facebook page, thanks to Sylvia. We will send the
hearts to the Greater Kansas City Needlepoint Guild for finishing and distribution. It’s an
addictive project, Cathryn noted, with some members and friends stitching as many as seven or
eight hearts. Please bring whatever you’ve completed to the March NJNA meeting.

In March, NJNA will have a stitch-in and a silent auction for stash that has been donated to
us. Please do not bring in anything to augment the chapter stash.
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In April and June, Cathryn will lead a program on the Crystal Waters Scissor Sheath and Key
Fob by Carolyn Mitchell. This project was detailed in the July-August 2019 issue of
Needlepoint NOW. If you want to participate and do not have a copy of the magazine,
please let Cathryn know so that she can order one for you. NJNA will provide canvas for the
project, including colored canvas if you let Cathryn know your preference by the date of the
March meeting.
In May, NJNA will have another stitch-in. Member Stash sales/swaps will be permitted; all
unsold/unswapped items must be taken home with the member who brought it!
In September and October, NJNA will offer one of Margaret Bendig’s Kimonos as a project.
There are four kimonos representing the four seasons. Please vote for your favorite.
Cathryn will teach the one with the most votes. Members will be able to purchase up to all
four at $10 each from NJNA. Cathryn will collect money to purchase the patterns directly from
the designer in May. And just a head’s up: this project will require prework to be completed in
time for the September meeting. All four of these designs were published throughout 2008 in
Needlepoint NOW! So, if you were a subscriber, you might be able to find these!
In November, NJNA will have another stitch-in and in December we will have our
traditional holiday party celebration.
Membership: Welcome to our new member, Anita Plotkin! Jill reported that all members who
have renewed will receive an email containing the 2020 NJNA password on or about March 1.
Workshops/Retreats: Sylvia is organizing a two-day workshop to stitch David McCaskill’s
Background Sampler 2. She’ll be submitting dates – one in September and one in November -- to
NJNA’s Board for its approval. The workshop will take place at Needleworker’s Delight.
Outreach: Thanks you to Andrea and Marge for completing the beading on our chapter’s
Children’s Bookshelf canvas, which will be donated to the Bernards Township Library. Noelle is
taking the last lap, as she completes the project’s bottom border. In March, we should be able to
send this gorgeous piece to Rob for framing, Cathryn said.
Sunshine Committee: NJNA sent Valentine’s Day cards to NJNA members who have moved
away, “because we miss them,” Carol Friedman said. (And we do!) NJNA also sent a
congratulations card to Mally Becker, whose first book will be published next February.
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Show and Tell:

Here is Barbara Levy’s beautifully-executed “Les Girls." The piece was designed by DJ Designs
(Dale Lenci, who is also the owner of Luv2Stitch in San Mateo, CA). The Stitch Guide is by
Tony Minieri, with Rob Bottge of Framed Image contributing the great framing.

Barbara also completed “Just Checking” by Penny Macleod. Such a fresh and fun piece! It was
offered during an embellishment class at Luv to Stitch. A virtual picture Just Checking. Penny
McCloud. An embellishment class at Luv to Stitch in San Mateo, CA and displayed it at our
meeting “virtually,” i.e., as an image on her tablet.
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Heidi did a wonderful job on her Millefleur chapter project.

Pat Bankowski is thinking of finishing her lovely holy family piece, designed by dede, as a
“stand-up” for her own family.

Linda Mosch’s version of our chapter project, Herringbone Happenings, looks lovely as a matted
Sudberry trivet.
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Linda Mosch also completed and framed ANG’s 2019 SOTM project. The gold frame
complements the sparkle in the congress cloth and adds to the cheerful effect of the red, white
and blue pallet.
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