New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
October 16, 2019 Meeting
Hi, Everyone –
It was a dark and stormy night, but 10 intrepid NJNA members battled the downpour to attend
this month’s meeting.
NJNA Program Project: Catherine C. began the meeting by distributing thread packets and
provided additional instructions for David McCaskill’s Autumn Topiary.
Nominations for 2020: This year’s Nominating Committee will include Mally Becker, Marge Kelly
and Linda Mosch. The Committee will present a slate of candidates for consideration in
November, Linda M. said, with a vote to follow at the December meeting. NJNA elects five
officers each year: President, Program Vice President, Membership Vice President, Secretary,
and Treasurer. If you want to volunteer to be one of our officers, to assist one of our officers, or
serve on one of the ad hoc committees, please let Mally know at mally.becker@gmail.com.
10/27 Stitch-In at Needleworker’s Delight: Thanks to Sylvia Biglin’s efforts, Needleworker’s
Delight will host NJNA for another stitch-in this Sunday, October 27 from 11 AM – 4 PM. The
shop will provide lunch. If you haven’t already done so, let Sylvia know if you plan to attend.
December Potluck: NJNA will celebrate another year of friendship and stitching at the
December meeting with a pot luck and gift swap. Please bring an appetizer or dessert. If you
wish to participate in the gift swap, keep in mind that gifts must be needlepoint related and
should cost no more than $20.
Woodlawn Celebrates Women’s Suffrage: Linda said that Woodlawn ’s 2020 exhibit will
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment, which guarantees
women’s right to vote. We hope to have a good representation at Woodlawn from NJNA,
especially since there seem to be fewer items displayed each year. We’ll get specific
Information to members about dropping off their Woodlawn-bound projects at a future NJNA
meeting. In the past, we’ve asked members to bring their entries to NJNA’s January meeting.
SOTM: The 2019 Stitch of the Month project is nearing an end, Linda reported, admitting that
she has a love-hate relationship with ANG’s asymmetric mystery SOTM project. She brought her
beautifully-executed version on congress cloth for members to see and discussed the latest
(and challenging) chilly hollow addition to the design.

NJNA members who attended ANG’s 2019 annual meeting had a chance to view next year’s
ANG SOTM project. They say Cathy Rees is the designer, and that it’s an attractive eight-pointed
star. Pictures of the 2020 ANG SOTM project will be available sometime in January. All NJNA
members are welcome to join the SOTM group as long as they are stitching a current or past
project. Contact Linda M. for more info.
Bookshelf Project: Dee did a fabulous job stitching Matilda as part of Children’s Classics, the
Alice Peterson canvas to be donated to the Bernards Township Library as our community
service project. Kudos to everyone who’s participated to date. It’s just stunning.
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Upcoming Programs
November 2019 Program: Rob from The Framed Image is coming to our November
meeting to do the presentation that was postponed from this past August. You are welcome to
bring the project of your choice to stitch during the meeting.
Hearts for Hospice: In January and February, we’ll be stitching Hearts for Hospice, which
we’ll send to the Great Kansas City Needlepoint Guild for finishing and distribution. The fourinch hearts will then be distributed to patients and families at hospice facilities. If any members
want to finish the heart(s) they stitch and donate locally, that’s fine, too.
NJNA will provide the canvas, a heart template, and possible designs/stitching choices at
the January meeting. Members will provide threads of their choosing. This is a great stash
project, Catherine said, especially since the threads can be any color at all. If you’re interested
in more information, take a look at the January 2019 issues of Needlepointers or Needlepoint
Now. A search for “hearts for hospice” on the Facebook group “Needlepoint Nation” will also
bring up a slew of design options.
Mini-Kimonos: Catherine displayed a set of mini-kimonos (Autumn, Winter, Spring,
Summer) by Margaret Bendig, a west coast designer, as a program under consideration for
2020. The canvas is about 10”x10” with the design measuring about 6”x6.” “Our original idea
was to do just the Autumn kimono as an NJNA program,” Catherine said, but she plans to take
into account members’ interest in each of four mini-kimonos before finalizing plans. She
believes each design is in the $25 range and will provide more information at a future NJNA
meeting.
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Hope you all enjoy the following show and tell.
Everyone should feel free to email Rosie with pictures and relevant information about their
completed project, and she will include them in the next summary! Relevant information
includes: piece name, designer, where finished, stitch help or stitch guide info, other fun stuff –
like who it’s for, why, etc.
Cheers,
Mally
Show and Tell

The ghoul was a canvas called Ghost by Randi Geeman of Sew Much Fun! The canvas came
with a stitch guide. It was finished into a sit-up by Edwardian Needle, she is keeping it for
herself. It is gosh darn cute!
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The pumpkin was stitched by Sue Berk and finished by Edwardian Needle. Stitch suggestions
came from Pam and Vicki at Edwardian Needle. The canvas is called Small Round
Pumpkin by Ann Wheat Pace Designs.

The birth sampler is by Tina Fisher for her grandson Miles.

5

Catherine Curia’s Halloween boot pillow glows in the dark! The canvas is by Julia. The stitch and
thread choices are her own, and the pillow was finished by Edwardian Needle.

This birth announcement canvas is being stitched by Amy Bretan. The canvas, Monsters, is by
Alice Peterson. Pam Miller of the Edwardian Needle developed the stitch guide. It’s not quite
finished, but Amy is hoping that it will be done and sent off before our next meeting.
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Andrea Brisgel’s mille fleur pillow is based on the class Catherine Curia taught. Pam Miller of he
Edwardian Needle finished this beauty. (This photo doesn’t do any justice to the beautiful trim
used to edge the pillow … My apologies, Andrea!)

Andrea also completed this beautiful piece, which she calls the Mackenzie Childs Lady. Pat
Bankowski gave her the partially completed canvas, which she finished. The checkerboard
element on the left side of the canvas is actually a Mackenzie Childs ribbon, which Andrea
sewed to the canvas. Finish by Rob at Framed Image.
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Stitched by Andrea, the Crazy Quilt heart was a class taught by Pam Miller, with framing by Rob
from Framed Image.
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Heidi Kelleher completed this adorable stocking ornament for Gideon, her grandchild.
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Janet Perantoni completed the three Christmas stockings above, including a Santa, a Christmas
tree stocking, and a Red Bird stocking by Charlie Harper. Janet, who says she’s completed 48
Christmas stockings, finished all three of these.
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