New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
December 19, 2018 Meeting
Hi Everyone –
Diane welcomed a festive group of 22 members to Wednesday night’s meeting. It was our
annual Holiday party meeting. Of course, it all starts with the food!

As usual, we had a fabulous array of appetizers and desserts! Cindy H outdid herself with the
veggie holiday tree – creative AND healthy! Please send those wonderful recipes to Diane to
share with the rest of us on our website, members only area! Those two cranberry desserts
and Dee’s apple tart – I mean you!
And then there is the beautiful table of wrapped gifts for the strategic grab bag game (stealing
allowed!).
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But – business before pleasure – and there was a lot to discuss!
Diane thanked Margaret and Sylvia for their help with the auction of Pam’s Stash in November.
Several members confirmed that they got GREAT buys! The question of the hour is “Who has
Diane’s Halloween Canvas?” NB – found, it was sent to Carol by mistake!
Heidi and Janet P had finished off a few pieces of Pam’s stash to gift to Pam’s sons and
significant other. You will find those in the Show and Tell section of this month’s summary.
Each had received a nice thank you note.
Earlier in the night, Diane and Cathryn had presented our annual donation to the library. They
brought the director in to see the Children’s Bookshelf canvas that NJNA is stitching for the
library as our community service project. The borders are complete and Andrea B will be
working on The Cat in the Hat book this month. We are a month ahead of schedule! Here’s our
progress to date:

Thanks to Ada D for agreeing to be the liaison to the library going forward – we needed
someone who lived in town.
Rosie presented the 2018 NJNA financial summary. NJNA bank account has a current balance
of $3940.21.
Linda M thanked her fellow members of the nominating committee, Marge Kelly and Mally
Becker. Marge presented the following slate of officers for NJNA for 2019:
President
Vice President, Programs

Diane B
Cathryn C
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Vice President, Membership
Treasurer
Secretary

Jill W
Rosie L
Linda M

Robin M (and others) seconded the nominations and all were unanimously approved.
In addition, the following members volunteered for ad hoc positions:
Assistant to President
Assistant to VP, Programs
Assistant to VP, Membership
Assistant to Treasurer
Assistant to Secretary
Website/Social Media
Meeting Summaries
Newsletter
Workshops
Sunshine
Nominations

Linda M
Marge K
Barbara L
Noelle D
Marge K
Diane B (assisted by others)
Rosie L (assisted by others)
Mally B (assisted by Linda M)
Sylvia B (assisted by Margaret M)
Carol F
TBD

Diane thanked everyone for volunteering. NJNA is lucky to have so many people stepping up to
help keep this a vibrant and growing chapter.
Monmouth Chapter EGA has worked with Needleworker’s Delight in Metuchen, NJ to sponsor
two one-day classes by Ann Strite-Kurz on May 18 and May 19, 2019. November registration
was restricted to Monmouth Chapter members, but in December, the registration has been
opened to NJNA and Central Jersey ANG. After January 1, enrollment will be available to the
general public. Please refer to the information that Diane e-mailed out on December 20 and
take advantage of this opportunity to take a local class from a nationally-known teacher!
Meanwhile, Sylvia has arranged for a two-day stitch-in at Needleworker’s Delight on March 2
and 3 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Come for the day or a few hours and stitch whatever your
current project(s) is(are). Please let Sylvia know if you plan to attend either one or both days!
Linda M announced that the NJNA Stitch of the Month (SOTM) group has voted to stitch the
ANG SOTM Mystery Project by Debbie Rowley, Pat Hartman, Linda Reinmiller, and Mary Knapp
in 2019. While no one knows what this project will look like, we have a general idea from
looking at their past collaborations on mystery projects. All NJNA members are welcome to join
the SOTM group. Please stay tuned for more information from Linda M.
Linda and Diane noted that it’s time to think about displaying some NJNA pieces at the annual
Woodlawn Exhibit in Northern Virginia. Linda will hand-deliver our pieces on February 9 – she
already has an appointment. We hope to have an array of “Stars” to exhibit, along with other
contributions. At the January meeting, Linda will collect your packed pieces along with the
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entry form and checks made out to Woodlawn. Sue C will collect $10 gas money per item -- $5
to the driver for each way. Diane hopes to be able to pick up our pieces in April – pending birth
of grandbaby – so she needs a back-up. NJNA pays the driver $100 to help with tolls and gas.
Plan to visit Woodlawn in March – it is such a fun outing!
Marge plugged for the EGA Regional Seminar, Savvy Stitchers which will be held in Florham Park
on April 5-7, 2019. There are a number of needlepoint projects that will be taught by
nationally-known teachers over a two-day seminar. NJNA members are encouraged to sign-up
and experience the seminar experience at a fraction of the cost. Even if you don’t sign up to
take a class, please stop by to see what all the hoopla is about!
In January and March, NJNA will begin a small project called Herringbone Happening. NJNA will
be supplying canvas in one of a choice of six colors: white, French blue, sage green, red,
pewter, and natural. If you didn’t make the December meeting and want to participate, please
e-mail Cathryn with your color choice. Please refer to the following chart for the materials list.
Herringbone Happening Materials List
8 by 8 canvas (colors above will be provided)
Stranded cotton or floss – 3 values – dark, medium, light
Impressions contrasting color
Silk Lame 18 braid (full card)
Petite Very Velvet (main color light)
Sage 11 beads – main color 1 or 2 values
6MM bugle beads, main color (optional)
In February we will have a discussion of color. Please let Cathryn know if you will be there so
that she can print a handout for you.
In April we will do Mille Fleur which was postponed due to bad weather in 2018. If you didn’t
sign up last year and now want to do it, Cathryn has a sign-up sheet!
After show and tell, Sue R started our gift exchange. There are more than a few thieves in our
midst! What a wonderful and creative assortment of gifts!
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Clearly, 2018 was the year of the project bags!
I hope you enjoy the Show and Tell pictures. I tried to organize this month’s show and tell with
holiday items first.
Everyone should feel free to e-mail me with pictures and relevant information about their
project and I will include them in the next summary! Relevant information includes: piece
name, designer, where finished, stitch help or stitch guide info, other fun stuff – like who it’s
for, why, etc.
Cheers,
Rosie
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Show and Tell

Sue C had her “Wishful Thinking” by Ann Strite-Kurz framed at Helrick’s in Dover. I know I’ve
caught my Ellie Bean sniffing around the packages under the tree! BTW, Sue told us that
Helrick’s is closing. ☹.

Marge K participates in an ornament exchange, but this year the group decided to exchange
stand-ups. This Santa with personalized football and “Bama A” logo was Marge’s stand-up for
the recipient who went to U of Alabama and loves football. What Bama fan doesn’t? I’m
guessing that it was for our own Ellen B!
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Sylvia just completed stitching this Reindeer Tablecloth designed by Zweigart. I can’t describe
how beautiful this is and how I impressed I am that Sylvia found time to stitch this! Amazing
work, Sylvia!

Nancy B took Joan Thomasson’s one-day “Rose Angel” class at the 2018 ANG Seminar in
Washington, DC. Joan’s angels are designed to be self-finishing, so, yes, Nancy finished this
herself. Beautiful!
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Janet P stitched these four Barbara Russell angels years ago. Last month, at our auction,
Margaret “won” three of these angels for $25. Janet brought these to show and tell so that
Margaret could see how they were finished. (By the way, we saw one (1) of these going to $69
at Nimble Needle.) So Margaret not only got a great buy, but this is what she can expect when
they are finished. Janet, thank you for sharing these wonderful ornaments with all of us!
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Sylvia has completed a number of needlepoint ornaments as gifts. Pop, Fizz, Cheers is a Burnett
and Bradley New Years Eve ornament that Sylvia made for her daughter’s 21 st birthday. Can
you see the little “21” charm at the top? I think this is perfectly wonderful and wish I could
have thought of such a thing for my girls. San Diego is a Kathy Schenkel design and St. Louis is
by Kirk and Bradley. All three of these were finished by Pam at the Edwardian Needle. The
design for the two stars was featured in an issue of Needlepoint Now magazine. Stars were
finished by Needleworker’s Delight.
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Many of you will recall that Heidi stitches an ornament for each of her grandson’s every year.
These are the 2018 ornaments for Declan on the left and Gideon on the right. Heidi finishes
these herself. That dragon is darn cute!

Marge K bought this Lugano fabric in Australia and used a bargello pattern suggested by Pam at
the Edwardian Needle. Marge used her stash for threads and finished it herself. Total elapsed
time: 48 hours! Some lucky person got this in an ornament exchange.
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All three pictures on this page were from Pam G’s stash and completed by Heidi for Pam’s sons
and girlfriend. The rose egg was stitched and finished for Monica. The dove was stitched for
Zach by Pam, but finished by Heidi. The guitarist below was stitched for Matt.

Heidi stitched and framed this Barbara Russell guitarist canvas for Matt G. It was one of two
identical canvasses in Pam’s stash – I bought the other one. Can’t wait to get it on stretcher
bars! Heidi and Janet P both received lovely thank you notes from Pam’s kids.
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Sylvia stitched “North Carolina” for her neighbors who have moved to NC. Won’t they be
thrilled with this lovely gift? I forgot to ask where Sylvia had this framed.

Janice M completed this adorable “Chicken” (and, yes, we realize it is a rooster!) from a painted
canvas. Pam at Edwardian needle helped with stitch selection; the comb on the chicken is
needle weaving! It was finished by Pam as a stand-up which Janice will display in her kitchen.
Adorable!
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Janice also completed this Laura Perin designed called “Ribbons of Hope”, also finished as a
stand-up by Pam at the Edwardian Needle. This was stitched for Janice’s sister’s best friend
who has been diagnosed with breast cancer. We wish her well. Janice has known her since she
was five years old!

Marge K wanted to use her “Patriotic Topiary” by David McCaskill as either a stand-alone standup or on an easel. Pam at Edwardian Needle made a very thin stand-up that can function either
way. The stitching is beautiful and you’ll notice that Marge went rogue again with the border
colors!
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Cathryn stitched both pieces on this page for her niece who is currently in Africa on a Princeton
Fellowship! The design on the pillow is Terry Dryden’s “Baroque Diamonds”. The pillow was
fabricated through the Edwardian Needle.

This coordinating piece is also a design by Terry Dryden called “Tiebele Nights”. Cathryn had it
incorporated into a leather cover for a photo album made by Leatherprize in St. Paul, MN.
Leatherprize has many colors of leather for you to choose from. I can’t imagine a more
beautiful piece to keep those African pictures in. Can you be my aunt, Cathryn?
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And a few early finishes on Lorene Salt’s “Autumn Kaleidoscope” which was the NJNA SOTM
project for 2018. Clockwise from the top left: Marge K’s in her own Rose and Green colorway,
Linda M’s in one of Lorene’s original colorways, Janice M’s in her own Chocolate and Cherries
colorway, and Amy B’s in her own custom colorway that riffed off of the original with green
instead of purple! Apologies to Janet P as I didn’t photograph her SOTM since it wasn’t quite
finished. I love all of these! Sue C and I made a trip to Edwardian Needle for pearl beads on
Thursday, so hopefully we will complete ours soon too!
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And, last, here is my Abigail Cecile painted canvas called “Rooftops of Paris”. I used a stitch
guide by Becki Gebhardt from the Enriched Stitch in Wilton, CT. It is a wonderful memory of my
vacation in Paris.

