New Jersey Needle Artists
American Needlepoint Guild
June 21, 2017 Meeting
Hi Everyone –
NJNA had a wonderful turnout for our June meeting, including Jacqui and Keith who joined the
chapter after their visit last month! We also have a new member, Cheryl S. who joined so that
she could ghost our wonderful “Shell Game” program. I hope Cheryl will attend one of our
meetings soon! Additionally, one of our members, Ellen S. attended her first NJNA meeting –
although she is no stranger to many of our members!
Rosie reported that the current bank balance for NJNA is $3150.48, with several vouchers
remaining to be paid.
Rona announced that she is destashing and has found two good resources. Fireside Stitchery in
Pennsylvania will provide E-bay service for your stash. They split the proceeds 20-80 in your
favor if you take store credit; 40-60 if you want cash.
The other option for destashing is through the SBCANG in California. One of their members,
Jenny S., has started to teach needlepoint to Artesia high school students during their lunch
break. She expected to have 20 students and instead has 70!! Jenny is looking for donations of
any sort – partially stitched canvases, needles, threads, magnets. Rona has agreed to
coordinate sending a donation from NJNA, so please bring anything you want to donate to our
July meeting!
Diane reminded us that the July meeting will be our annual salad supper – always a fan
favorite! In addition, she and Cathryn will share their experience and results from getting a
written critique of the pieces that they went to Woodlawn. This should be a great way to
improve our own stitching – especially for entering in competitions!
Tina reminded us that the remainder of the Workshop fee is now due. Based on the number of
participants, each enrollee needs to send $125.00. This is in addition to the $25 registration
fee. $150 for a seminar quality class (and that even includes the kit fee!). We are looking
forward to a long weekend of stitching in September and a finish-up session in November. Tina
reminds us that we will need 13 by 13 stretcher bars for the workshop.
Two tips from Keith:
1. He recommends that when you have a piece frame that you write the name of the
piece, the designer, and the teacher if it was a class. (I add the date, too!)
2. If you are stitching a piece with frames internal borders, he recommends stitching the
frames last so that the fabric doesn’t bunch up. (I am guessing that this is more of an
issue with linen or cloth that it is on needlepoint canvas.)
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Diane taught our wonderful Kandi Corn project today, including three stitches for our stitch
notebooks: the Palace Pattern, the Jo-Jo stitch, and the Vertical Mosaic Stitch. Cindy says that
the Vertical Mosaic is great for backgrounds on painted canvas – she should know! I was able
to find enough thread in my Paternayan stash!

Kandi Corn
Please note that the NJNA August and December meetings will be on the second Wednesday
instead of the third Wednesday. August 9 and December 13. Please make a note on your
calendar.
I hope you enjoy the show and tell pictures.
Cheers,
Rosie
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Show and Tell

Joan S’s “Starts of the New Millennium” created a lot of excitement during show and tell
because so many of our group is stitching this Tony Minieri piece with NJNA’s SOTM group.
Joan’s is in the original colorway called Plum Honey.
Some in the SOTM group are doing their own colorways and Joan’s finish gave them lots to
think about and discuss. Pros and cons of light versus dark, contrasting colors versus hues of
the same color, and even how many stitches it takes to create one of those corner squares.
Beautiful stitching, Joan, as always!
PS to Jill and Diane: I think this picture answers your question on the border!
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Sue R has moved back to New Jersey from Atlanta and are we ever happy to have her back full
time! Sue has brought many wonderful ideas back from the stores and chapters in Atlanta!
This painted canvas of violets, pansies, irises is one example, enlarged to show detail. Nimble
Needle in Atlanta double mounted the canvas to make a stunning tote bag. The extra layer of
mounting made it the perfect size for the perfect project bag!
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Silvia B designed her own nametag – no fines for her! Don’t you love the silver scissors as an
embellishment? If I got the story right, the silver scissors were a souvenir from a European trip.
NJNA members will remember the “Little Autumn Ornament” and “Windmills at Stinson Beach”
from our 2016 mini-projects. Finishing was done by the Edwardian Needle.
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And, here are three more ornaments stitched by Silvia. “Amazing Grace” is a cross-stitched
design from the Silver Needle in Tulsa – designed by Moira Bost. The quintessential Jersey
Turnpike ornament came from Stitch by Stitch in Cape May – love all those beads! The London
ornament is a Kirk and Bradley design to commemorate Silvia’s visit to London. Great fun!
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Keith C doesn’t remember the official name of this piece so he calls it “Shells” and it is the
source of his helpful hints in the text above! This was taught by the Canvas Fanatics chapter in
the 1990s. That bottom right square has a real seashell attached with a technique that is
similar to what we will learn later in the year as part of “Shell Games”.

Rosie brought in her “Half Serengeti” for advice on the border and to show off her monkey
embellishment! She searched through at least 150 boxes of buttons to find it at the Quilt Show
at Mennen Arena! The designer had no border; Rosie added a single-thread border of tent
stitches; the consensus is that the border needs to be wider.

