
 

 

New Jersey Needle Artists 
American Needlepoint Guild 

January 18, 2016 Meeting 
 

 
Hi Everyone – 
 
What a great start to 2017!  We had 23 people attend the January meeting and already 26 
members have paid their NJNA 2017 dues! 
 
Carol K ran the meeting while Diane was out caring for her Mother. After wishing everyone a 
Happy New Year, Carol reminded us that our dues payments were due.  The password for our 
website will change on February 1; Heidi will send out the new information to everyone who 
has paid their dues by January 31.  If you haven’t paid, you can send your payment to Heidi (e-
mail her for mailing info) or you can pay at the February meeting. 
 
Happy January Birthday to Marge K, Pam G, and Joan S!  Round of applause, no singing! 
 
You may recall that we elected Mally to the “Sunshine” position last month.  Please let her 
know if you become aware of anyone that should receive a card from NJNA. 
 
NJNA’s treasury has a balance of $2,401.14 as of the beginning of January. 
 
There was a lot of business for this meeting, but one fun celebration was the drawing of a 
winning index card from last year’s “Show and Tell”.  With over 180 (!) entries in play, Diane B 
won a $25 gift certificate to the Edwardian Needle for her “Honey I Shrunk the Flag”.  NJNA 
would like to thank Pam at the Edwardian Needle for her generous donation of the gift 
certificate!  Make sure you mention it the next time you are in the shop!  (She actually tore up 
the check that Cathryn tried to give her!) 
 
The SOTM group meets on the second Saturday of the month at a member’s house.  The only 
rule is that you have to be stitching on a current or past SOTM project.  The group is pleased to 
announce a choice of 2 projects for 2017:  “Stars of the New Millennium” by Tony Minieri and 
“My Way” by Carolyn Mitchell.  Sue C will place the order for “My Way” (~$50) instructions and 
Linda M will place the order for “Stars” (~$55) instructions.  Please let them know by Monday 
if you want to participate (or you can order them yourself).  Threads and canvas are not 
included; this group encourages experimentation with color and threads! 
 
Upcoming Workshop!  Tina introduced “Background Sampler I” by David McCaskill as a 
workshop that NJNA will be hosting later this year.  The workshop will be held in Metuchen 
(Edison) in the stitching room at Needleworker’s Delight on September 16, September 17, and 
November 12.  It will be taught by our own Cathryn Curia.  Tina explained that one goal of the 
workshop is to allow our members to see how classes are run at workshops and seminars.   
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Linda M’s Background Sampler I, partially stitched! 

 
A coupon and $25 will hold your place in the workshop.  The deposit is non-refundable unless 
the workshop fails to go.  We will order kits from David McCaskill, but you have a choice of 
about ten colorways.  $100 will cover the instructions, canvas, and threads.  A teaching fee will 
be assessed when the size of the class is known.  Minimum attendance is 10, maximum is 24.  
The $25 deposit will go toward the cost of the class!  So, SAVE THE DATES! 
 
Carol, with help from Tina and Cathryn, rolled out our projects for 2017.  The first project is the 
making of a stitched nametag to wear to NJNA meetings (and other stitching events!).  Tina has 
redesigned the NJNA nametag to be quicker to stitch – the instructions are appended to this 
summary.  NJNA provided canvas for this project – so pick it up next month if you missed this 
meeting.  Stitching is to be done so that we can teach finishing at the March meeting.  The idea 
is to have them ready for the New Jersey Needlefest in April.  Later in the year, Tina will be 
collecting $0.25 from any member not wearing a nametag!  Carrot?  Or Stick? 
 
The big project for this year will be “Shell Game”  which will be taught at chapter meetings by 
Cathryn Curia.  We are so fortunate to have a bona fide teacher in our chapter!  We took a 
show of interest at the meeting because Cathryn needs to order the instructions from the 
designer, Dakota Rogers.  The directions are $15 (payable to NJNA) if you want to stitch this 
with us.  Threads and canvas are your choice and some stitchers have chosen to do a 
monogram instead of shells in the middle.  Cathryn will be giving us some hints on colors at the 
next meeting.  We will plan to start stitching this in April and May. 
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“Shell Game” by Dakota Rogers 

 
In June, we are going to do a quick project called “Candy Corn” and it’s just what it sounds like!  
This cute character will be fun to stitch and we plan a program on finishing before October! 
 
We hope you enjoy the show and tell pictures.   
 
Cheers,  
 
Rosie 
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Show and Tell 
 

 
Ellen T finished this Christmas wreath designed by Laura Perin.  The velvet bow looks 

wonderful, but Ellen says that she had to take it out and paint the canvas with red acrylic paint 
– otherwise the white canvas showed through.  That’s dedication!  Ellen is now putting her 

creative skills to work to find a unique way of finishing this piece!  Stay tuned! 
 

 
“Peacock Tails” is a counted design by Orna Willis.  Ellen T used her stash, floss, and other 

inexpensive threads to create her own colorway.  Magnificent! 
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NJNA’s SOTM group boasts two finishes this month.  “Feuilles d'ananas (A Study in Values)” was 
designed by NJNA’s ex-president, Susan Hoekstra.  Jill’s, in green, is above and Robin’s, in blue, 
is below.  Jill changed her center motif from dark to light because the dark one didn’t show up 

on her dark canvas.  The area around it is meant to be blank canvas, but you can see that Robin 
decided to fill hers in and I think both of these look great!  Linda M’s version was published in 

last month’s summary and a couple more finishes are coming soon!  I agree that these will 
make a stunning display at next year’s Woodlawn exhibit! 

 

 
 



Page 6 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 

This is our November chapter project, 
Windmills at Stinson Beach.  

 
Top Left:  Sylvia 
Top Right:  Heidi 
Bottom:  Mally 

 
Sylvia and Mally used suggested colorways; 

Heidi used stash!   
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Here are two renditions of Little Autumn Ornament, our chapter project from October.   
 

Left:  Rosie 
Right:  Robin 

 
Both were done using stash! 
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